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Mission Statement: Christ Lutheran Church exists to
“...continue to Share the Good News of Jesus Christ with
members, community & the world.”

What is important? Not an easy question to answer. In the wake of hurricanes and flooding, political
turmoil, discord, loss, and the countless other experiences that are way too big for any one of us mere
humans to manage either alone or together, let’s slow down and ponder the cross and the way of suffering.
Hebrews 2:10
For it was fitting that He, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should
make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.
Philippians 3:7-14
…But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss
of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having
a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith—that I may know him and the power of his resurrection,
and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the
resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
“The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns” by Thomas Kelly, Hymn (LSB 532/TLH 219)
The Head that once was crowned with thorns Is crowned with glory now
A royal diadem adorns The mighty Victor’s brow
The highest place that heav’n affords Is His, is His by right,
The King of kings and Lord of lords, And heav’ns eternal Light.
The Joy of all who dwell above, The Joy of all below
To whom He manifests His love And grants His name to know.
To them the cross, with all its shame, With all its grace, is giv’n;
Their name an everlasting name, Their joy the joy of heav’n.
They suffer with their Lord below, They reign with Him above,
Their profit and their joy to know The myst’ry of His love.
The cross He bore is life and health, Though shame and death to Him:
His people’s hope, His people’s wealth, Their everlasting theme.
Sure we suffer, but Jesus is risen! We have hope! You are called to be Christ’s witness, a testifier of the Truth, to those in this world.
Point to Jesus. Remember God’s Name has been placed on you: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Baptized, you are a beacon of hope - so SHINE!
Soli Deo Gloria
Pastor Vanderbush
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September 2

Verna Mae Herzog is 90!

September 1

Brian and Shanna Pamperin

September 2

Austin Limmer

September 6

Bradley and Miranda Hunsucker

September 3

Terry Baxter

September 22

Ken and Candy Schoppa

September 6

Audrey Meeks

September 8

Don Evans

September 9

August Ramsey

September 9

Dick Seaberg

September 10

Marlene Breeden

September 15

Allen Graham

September 15

Rev. Dr. Alan Korinek

September 15

Beverly Limmer

September 16

Ann Bertoia

September 16

Jackie Watkins

September 17

Don Goodpasture

September 19

Corinna Allen-Robison

September 20

Jared Cookston

September 25

Kody Kothmann

September 27

Sue Huenergardt

September 27

Betty Jones

September 28

Missy Galvan

September 28

Abigail Vanderbush

SEPTEMBER’S
SERVANTS
ALTAR SERVICE

Audrey McDonald & Sharon Trang

ASSISTING MINISTER
Robert Ratliff

GREETERS

September 3, 10, & 17: Gary & Sherry Odorizzi
September 24: Bradley & Rebecca Barrette

KITCHEN HOSTESSES
Annie Miller and Barb Merz

ACOLYTES

FREE

Antique Piano!!

Contact Rebecca Barrette, 210-355-0158,
for more information.

September 3: Colin Hoffman
September 10: Joseph Lorenz
September 17: Liam Meeks
September 24: Kailee Graham
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Celebrating 500 Years of the Reformation
Planning is getting started for a joint Reformation Celebration with our sister churches. I will be
looking for volunteers (not only from Christ Lutheran, but from all the churches involved) to help
with the planning and accomplishment of this special service. Please let me know if you would be
willing to serve. You can contact me at 806-787-9460 or herzfluffy@aol.com.
Thanks, Sherry Herzog

Documentary on Martin Luther
The radical events, compelling personalities, and exciting drama of the Reformation are
brought to life in Martin Luther: The Idea That Changed the World. The full-length
documentary features thrilling reenactments of the sixteenth-century events with commentary from leading church-history experts. Tune in to your local PBS station, KTTZ-TV, on
Tuesday, September 12, at 7:00 pm
by Pat Robinson,
Christ Lutheran Church Librarian
In anticipation of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, our library has acquired 5 new books.
We will feature one this month, and the others in the October newsletter.
Table Talk-Luther’s Works, Volume 54
As a result of the Reformation, the Augustinian friars living in the Black Cloister in Wittenberg
abandoned their monastic life. However, Luther continued to live there. From the time of his
marriage, to his death, it was also the home of Kate (and their six children), several needy
relatives, as well as poor students and a constant flow of guests.
The 5 o’clock dinner table was regularly shared by even more guests, including exiled
clergy, escaped nuns, and colleagues such as Philip Melanchthon. Many of Luther’s
students and friends took notes of the Reformer’s conversations at the table. This book is
made up of many of Luther’s remarks, as he spoke freely and openly on everything from
profound matters of faith, theology, and daily life. An enjoyable “must read” for all Lutherans!
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Lutheran Student Center

Church Council Meeting
September 17th, following Worship

Spiritual Board Meeting
Tuesday, September 12th, 5:30 pm

Game Day
Wednesday, September 20th,
1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Front of building

Back of building

The Texas Tech Lutheran Student Center, right
across the street from the Texas Tech campus, would
like to invite all incoming freshmen (and any other
students) to come to our SOS (Supper On Sunday).
Local pastors lead a Bible Study from 5:30-6:00.
Area churches provide home-cooked meals on Sunday
evening from 6:00-7:00. (Dorms do not provide meals
on Sunday evenings). After 7:00, there will be time for
fun and fellowship.
The Lutheran Student Center is a place where
students can come and have a quiet, relaxing place to
just hang out, study, or play games. There is always a
stocked refrigerator (waters and sodas). There is also
a kitchen if students would want to come and cook.
Our address is 2615 19th Street, Lubbock, TX 79410.
The e-mail address is lsclubbock@gmail.com and
phone number is 806-763-3644.
The Student Center is equipped with WIFI throughout
the building. There is a ping-pong table, foosball table,
pool table, big screen TV with cable and board games.
Please check out our webpage at www.lsftech.org.
If you would be interested in providing a Sunday
evening meal during this semester, please let me know
if you or your church group would like to sign up for one
or more of the following dates: Sept 17, Oct 1, Oct 8,
Oct 15, Oct 22, Oct 29, Nov 5, Nov 12, Nov 19, Dec 3, or
Dec 10. E-mail me at: monica_m_arellano@yahoo.com
or call: 806-786-3445. Thank you!
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Solo Lunch Bunch
Thursday, September 14th, 11:30
am, at P.F. Chang’s (2906 W. Loop
289)

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Please join us September 13th at 10:00 am,
as we begin this fantastic study on “Grace.”.
Barbara Merz (806) 368-6489

Church Office Hours
Now that school has begun, the church office
hours will be: Monday: Closed; Tuesday-Friday:
8:00 am-2:45 pm.

Directory Update
Jeannine McCoy
301 Homestead Ave. Apt 2215
Lubbock, TX 79416

Missing Crockpot Lid
Did you bring a crockpot dish to the
picnic and take home the wrong lid?
Chris Larson got home with the
wrong lid, so someone must have hers. It fits a 4 qt.
older model crockpot. Please contact the church office
or Chris, at 806-416-1318, if you have the wrong lid.
Thank you!
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS
by Joyce Kuhl
UPBRING ADVISORY BOARD
The Upbring Advisory Board met August 14, 2017; the
minutes and statistics are posted on the community
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. Of special note
is that the Texas Comprehensive Energy Assistance
Program (CEAP) grant, administered by Neighborhood House, has been increased to slightly over $1.5
million for the year, but those funds are expected to
be depleted by the end of October. Neighborhood
House is also administering ATMOS household crisis
funds for furnace and air conditioner repairs for those
unable to afford these services; 25 households have
received assistance to date.
Carla Zavala is now the supervisor of the Health for
Friends Clinic. She served in that position for four
years previously so she brings a wealth of experience
in managing the clinic and helping identify, train, and
coach life styles of people with diabetes. She and
Suzanne Zuniga, also a long-time employee, are evaluating the overall Health for Friends program to ensure good stewardship of their resources.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
by Joyce Kuhl
PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES
Rev. Matthew and Heather Ruesch serve the Lord
as career missionaries of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Puerto Rico. Matthew
serves as the pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church in Mayagüez, Puerto Rico, an existing LCMS
church plant. He provides Word and Sacrament
ministry to the congregation and directs evangelism
and mercy efforts in the Mayagüez community.
Please pray for the Rueschs as they serve in Puerto
Rico. Ask God to give them strength and peace as
they transition to life in Puerto Rico, learning the
culture and the language so they may effectively
communicate the Gospel. Pray specifically for the
Ruesch children as they adjust to their new school,
meet new friends and learn about the Puerto Rican
culture. Pray that the Lord would continue to provide
support for this mission, allowing the Rueschs to stay
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in the field and serve the people of Mayagüez.
Pray that the Holy Spirit would grant growth of
the Mayagüez congregation and provide opportunities for new church plants throughout Puerto Rico.
More information about their background and
family can be found on the mission prayer cards
on the bulletin board and the table in the Fellowship Hall.
LOCAL MISSION DOLLARS AND THANKS
"You make our hearts happy" was the response
from one of the Kindergarten teachers at Waters
Elementary when Jim Diers, Jackie Watkins, Albert
& Marolyn Rinne, and Janet, Marolyn's niece from
Kansas, delivered school supplies on August 15th.
Jackie assured her that it makes our hearts happy
to be able to bring the supplies for children as well
as providing prayer support for the school.
Marolyn extends thanks to the congregation for
supporting this mission.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Jim, Jackie, Albert, and Marolyn provided the hands
-on purchase and delivery of supplies for the
Waters Elementary project. There are three more
upcoming projects needing volunteers to provide
the hands-on support. Local mission dollars have
been set aside for Thanksgiving baskets to be
distributed through Neighborhood House, purchase
and decoration of a Christmas tree for the Upbring
Festival of Trees auction in late November or very
early December, and purchase, wrapping, and
delivery of Christmas gifts for children served by
the local Foster-In-Texas office. Please let me know
of your willingness to serve in either, or all, of these
activities. (Joyce Kuhl, JoyceK210@sbcglobal.net,
806-799-5811, or 806-787-1798).
WELCOME BAGS FOR STUDENTS
Approximately 25 Bibles were surrounded by
welcome bags for students who participate in the
Texas Tech Lutheran Student Center activities.
The bags were delivered to the Center last week
to be available for their first activity. We’re pleased
to provide this encouragement to the students to
be in the Word, and to have many students joining
us for Worship on Sunday mornings.
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Godspeed, congratulations, and farewell to
Zachary and Jennah Smitherman, who are
moving to Waco. Zachary received a full
scholarship to Baylor Law School.
Congratulations, Zachary! We will miss you, but
we are thankful God sent you here to Christ
Lutheran Church, while in Lubbock. Please keep
the Smithermans in your prayers.

Avery Renee Hobratschk became a child of
God as Pastor Vanderbush administered
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on August
6, 2017. Pictured are: Pastor Vanderbush,
Kayla, Avery, and Steven Hobratschk.

Congratulations to Billy Guetersloh
and Ann Bertoia, who were
married August 26th, 2017, in a
private ceremony at Christ
Lutheran Church!
God’s Blessings on your marriage!
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Great
things are
happening
at our sister
churches!

LWML Rally
Grace Lutheran Church
(Lamesa) will host the
South Plains Fall LWML
Rally on September
23rd. More information
will follow. Just a
reminder from Grace:
All ladies are invited – you
do not have to be a LWML
member to attend.

7

Volume 20, Issue 9

COUNCIL NOTES

2018 NOMINATIONS

The Church Council met Sunday,
August 20th.

The Nomination Committee will begin meeting this
week to consider names to fill the following offices:
for the Church Council - President, Vice President,
Secretary, Community Outreach Director,
Community Relations Director, Properties Director,
Youth Director and Stewardship Director.

A nominating committee has been formed
to seek officers and fill council positions
for 2018. Most of the council positions
become vacant in 2018, so please
prayerfully consider serving on the Church
Council or Spiritual Board. If willing or if you
need more information, please contact
Chris Morgan (806.438.0557), Kelly Kensing
(806.786.4108), or the church office
(806.799.0162).
Pastor Vanderbush informed the
congregation and council that he has
received a call to serve as Pastor for
Faith Lutheran Church in Bentonville,
Arkansas. Pastor Vanderbush will travel
and meet with Faith Lutheran the weekend
of September 3rd. Pastor Abel from Big
Spring will lead the worship service on
Sunday, September 3rd. Please keep Pastor
Vanderbush, Holly, and their family in your
prayers as they consider this call and Our
Lord’s plan for their future.

In addition, there will be 4 places on the Spiritual Board
that will need to be filled. We would like to have one or
more nominee for each position. Members will vote at
the annual meeting in November to elect officers for
2018.
Please prayerfully consider if you can fill one of these
positions for the coming year.
Yours in Christ,
Chris Morgan, Council Vice President

The Lutheran Church will celebrate the 500th
anniversary of Martin Luther’s theses and
eventual reformation of the Christian Church
in late October 2017. Locally, a joint
Reformation service is scheduled for
Sunday, October 29th. Details to follow, but
please mark your calendars.

The next CLC Church Council meeting is
scheduled for Sunday, September 17th.
Please note that the CLC Annual
Congregational Meeting is tentatively
scheduled for Sunday, November 19th.
Kelly Kensing, Council President
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CLC Kids’ Corner
Please pray for our children:
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us with the
joy and care of children. Give us calm strength and patient
wisdom that as they grow in years, we may teach them to love
whatever is just and true and good, following the example
of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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† CROSSword Puzzle †

You may need a King James Version of the Bible to complete this puzzle.
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CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423-1805
Interim Pastor
Neil Vanderbush
Phone: 806-799-0162
Fax: 806-799-2273
Website:
www.christ-lutheran.com
Email:
clcsec@christ-lutheran.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
10:15 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.

The LCMS is standing with the Texas District to help
those affected by Hurricane Harvey and flooding.
Please pray for all involved. To give online, visit
lcms.org/harvey. Text “LCMSHARVEY” to 41444
to give by text. Call the LCMS toll-free gift line
between 8 a.m. and 4:10 p.m. Central time at 888-930
-4438. By mail, make checks payable to “LCMS.”
On the memo line, write “Disaster Response/Relief,”
and mail to the LCMS, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis,
MO, 63166-6861. Gifts also can be designated
specifically for Hurricane Harvey and/or affected
areas by stipulating in the memo line.
For more information, please visit: lcms.org/harvey
Follow updates on: facebook.com/thelcms

12

Volume 20, Issue 9

