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Mission Statement: Christ Lutheran Church exists to
“...continue to Share the Good News of Jesus Christ with
members, community & the world.”

This is the first Opportunity I have had to write
for THE CLARION. It is with some trepidation
that I try to fill the shoes of other pastors which you
have had, and hopefully will have as a full time
Shepherd of the Sheep in the near future.
I am sure that you have all noticed the displays at
your local grocery and department stores. October is
the time for Halloween, or the Fall Festival, or
whatever you want to call it. But it is also the time
of celebration for us as Lutherans. We remember
that 500 years ago, on October 31, 1517, Dr. Martin
Luther posted a series of 95 statements, or Theses,
on the church door at Wittenberg. The church door
was like the community bulletin board, a place
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where things could be posted for all the community
to see. He had some concerns about the church and
its practices. Through his study of Scripture, he had
come to recognize that we are saved by Grace, not
works. He wanted to bring this message of God's
love and Grace to the Church, that we do not need to
purchase our forgiveness, it is a free Gift of God.
Today we are blessed to remember the three
Solas: Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide, and Sola Gratia,
which we teach and believe. I do not know that
Luther himself ever stated these three solas as such,
but his teachings and writings definitely expressed
them. We recognize that God in His Mercy has
called us to be His people. We are able to go
directly to Him, through His Son, Jesus Christ who
died so that we might truly live. We believe that we
are given Eternal Life with God only through His
Grace. There is nothing which we did or can do to

1

earn that gift. We recognize that Scripture is the only
source of that revealed knowledge of God. It is not
based upon human feelings or teachings, but only the
true message of God revealed by the Holy Spirit. And
finally, it is only through Faith that we are able to
accept and believe this. We can not understand fully
why God would love us so much that He gave His
only Son to pay the debt that we owe.
As we know, Luther was a prolific writer, not only
of theological books, translations of the Bible, but
also composed many hymns. Some of them are very
meaningful for us today as we face the world around
us which constantly tries to destroy our Faith and
Trust.
LSB 655 gives us some comfort which we so badly
need.
Lord Jesus Christ, Your power make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we
May sing Your praise eternally.
O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life.
May God continue to be with us and Bless us as
we begin a new stage in our life in Him.
Soli Deo Gloria
Rev. Alan Abel , Vacancy Pastor
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October 5
October 7
October 8
October 8
October 9
October 11
October 12
October 13
October 15
October 16
October 16
October 16
October 18
October 18
October 23
October 24
October 24
October 26
October 28
October 30
October 30
October 31
October 31

Farrah Freeman
Tamara Thompson
Deb Deterding
Aaron Weiss
Sherry Herzog
Brad Larson
Gary McCaleb is 80!
Kennedi Flores
Jim McDonald
Blake Christie
Ryan Hinson
Sam Meyer
Betty Dickerson
Kailee Graham
Brian Pamperin
Cathy Baxter
Colton Limmer
Larry Franklin
Phil Guengerich
Dane Gentry
Chrystal Watson
Audrey McDonald
Art Ormsby

OCTOBER’S SERVANTS
ALTAR SERVICE
Sue Huenergardt and Joyce Zachman

GREETERS
October 1, 8, 15, 22: Gary and Sherry Odorizzi
October 29: TBD

ASSISTING MINISTER
Robert Ratliff

KITCHEN HOSTESSES

October 2
October 6
October 9
October 16
October 17

Lonnie and Kim Jarrett
Derrick and Staci Ramsey
Michael and Susan San Francisco
Wally and Denise Glab
Rudi and Barbara Rushing

 Christian Education 
From now through the end of May, follow the Sunday
Scripture readings with a family devotions guide.
Contact Phillip Guengerich (806-781-9524) or
pguengerich@gmail.com, and he will provide you with
a free devotions guide list.
Do you want to learn more about Martin Luther, the
beliefs of the late Medieval church leading up to the
Reformation and its transformation of Western Europe?
Lutheran Hour Ministries has recently produced a 3-part
series titled “A Man Named Martin-Part 1: the Man”,
“A Man Named Martin-Part 2: the Moment”, and “A
Man Named Martin-Part 3: the Movement”. Go to
https://www.lhm.org/studies/ and there you can watch
the 3 videos for free, or you can purchase the DVD(s).
Prayerfully consider your opportunity to share God’s
word with Christ’s children. If you are interested in
being part of a rotation of teachers in early elementary,
upper elementary, or middle school/high school, please
contact Phillip Guengerich (cell 806-781-9524).
Parents, preview and then share a 4-minute video about
Martin Luther with your children. Search the web for
“The Story of Martin Luther (Playmobile Animation)”.

Annie Miller and Barb Merz

ACOLYTES
October 1
October 8
October 15
October 22
October 29
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Ashleigh Hoffman
Kendall Graham
Haylee Morgan
Joseph Lorenz
Liam Meeks

Jennifer Bryson
jennifer.m.s.bryson@gmail.com
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Sunday, September 24, 2017 was Interim Pastor Neil
Vanderbush’s last Sunday at Christ Lutheran Church.
The Church Council, Spiritual Board, and members
presented him with a beautiful portable altar
(communion) set. A wonderful potluck lunch followed
the service in honor of the Vanderbush family.
Though we are sad to see them go, we give thanks for
Pastor Neil, Holly, Dean, Abigail, and Aden’s service
to the people of Christ Lutheran Church over the past
two years. We pray for them as they make their home
(again) in Bentonville, Arkansas, where Pastor will
serve as Pastor of Faith Lutheran Church.

God is good, and I thank Him for Christ Lutheran
Church. Through this congregation God has blessed me
and my family significantly. I can only pray that I was
found faithful as Christ’s servant during my time as your
Interim Pastor.
I am fully convinced that God has prepared a major
blessing for you all, and I hope you remember that
those blessings always are found attached to Word and
Sacrament. God gives His gifts, He alone is good, and is
gracious and abounding in steadfast love!
I leave you with this text, from John chapter 8: So Jesus
said to the Jews who had believed in Him, "If you abide
in My word, you are truly My disciples, and you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Be Christ’s disciples and never settle for less. He is the
reason Christ LC exists. He has given you His Wordknow it and love it! Then continue being the blessing
that you are.
Soli Deo Gloria
Pastor Vanderbush

EARN FUNDS for LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS (LBW)
Do you ever do your online shopping through Amazon? Did you know
that you could be shopping and earning 0.5% for Lutheran Braille
Workers? All you need to do is go to www.smile.Amazon.com instead of
www.Amazon.com. Every item available for purchase on Amazon is
available on Amazon Smile, at the same low price. You will use your same
sign-in information as your Amazon account.
Once on the site and before you start shopping, you will choose Lutheran
Braille Workers as your charitable organization of choice. Amazon will
remember your selection, no need to add it each time. You may want to
bookmark www.smile.Amazon.com to find it easier. Please pass this
information on to your volunteers, friends and family to help support
LBW. Amazon graciously sends us a quarterly check, which goes to LBW's
General Fund.
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Lutheran Student Center

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, October 8th, after the worship service.
A second special Congregational Meeting has been
called for Sunday, October 22nd, 1:00 pm.
(See pg. 8 for more details)

Spiritual Board Meeting
Front of building

Back of building

The Texas Tech Lutheran Student Center, right
across the street from the Texas Tech campus, would
like to invite all students to come to our SOS (Supper
On Sunday). Local pastors lead a Bible Study from 5:306:00. Area churches provide home-cooked meals on
Sunday evening from 6:00-7:00. (Dorms do not provide
meals on Sunday evenings). After 7:00, there will be time
for fun and fellowship.
The Lutheran Student Center is a place where students
can come and have a quiet, relaxing place to just hang
out, study, or play games. There is always a stocked
refrigerator (waters and sodas). There is also a kitchen
if students would want to come and cook. Our address
is 2615 19th Street, Lubbock, TX 79410. The e-mail
address is lsclubbock@gmail.com and phone number
is 806-763-3644.
The Student Center is equipped with WIFI throughout
the building. There is a ping-pong table, foosball table,
pool table, big screen TV with cable and board games.
Please check out our webpage at www.lsftech.org.

Tuesday, October 10th, 5:30 pm

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Please join us October 11th, at 10:00 am, as we
continue the fantastic study on “Grace.”
Barbara Merz (806) 368-6489

Solo Lunch Bunch

Thursday, October 12th, 11:15 am, at Evie Mae’s
BBQ, 217 Highway 62, Wolfforth, TX, 79382

Church Council Meeting
Tuesday, October 17th, 7:00 pm

Game Day

Wednesday, October 18th, 1:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall.

Good News Bible Study
The Good News Bible Study will meet every Tuesday at 1:00 pm in the southeast classroom of church.
Our study is on The Cost of Discipleship, by Dietrich
Bonhoeffer. If you would like to join the class,
please contact Jackie Watkins at 806-793-5698.

If you would be interested in providing a Sunday evening meal during this semester, please let me know if you
or your church group would like to sign up for one or
more of the following dates: Nov 5, Nov 12, or Nov 19.
E-mail me at: monica_m_arellano@yahoo.com or call:
806-786-3445. Thank you!
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS
by Joyce Kuhl
FOSTER CARE LEADERSHIP FORUM
I represented Christ Lutheran Church at the Lubbock
Interagency Adoption Council’s Foster Care Leadership
Forum on September 19th. Speakers included state-wide
dignitaries including Cecilia Abbott, First Lady of
Texas, State Senator Perry, State Representative
Burrows, and Hank Whitman, Commissioner of the
Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS).
Mr. Whitman is implementing a new model for foster
care and adoptions making it more community-based
and geared more toward helping families cope with
challenges in their lives and to become better parents,
thus keeping the children out of the Child Protective
Services (CPS) system. Another major goal is to place
children who must be removed from their homes with
biological family members if at all possible, Despite all
these improvements, more foster homes are always
needed; the goal is to have more homes than are needed
and to eventually not need any at all because abuse and
neglect have been eliminated. If you feel led to provide
foster care services or are interested in adoptions, you
can find more information from the forum on the table
in the fellowship hall. You may also contact Monica
Casey, Director of the local Foster-in-Texas office, 7412
University #2, 806-783-8863.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
by Joyce Kuhl
PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES
This month, we will pray for two missionaries and
their families who are currently serving in Mexico City.
Needless to say, their challenges are even greater
following the devastating earthquake last month.
Rev. Daniel and Kathy Conrad are career missionaries
in Mexico City. In this role, Daniel serves as the interim
pastor at San Pedro Lutheran Church and is the coordinator of theological education for the entire country.
He works with and mentors national pastors and pastors
in formation who are serving throughout Mexico. With
the challenges of Mexico City’s population being 25
million people and the shortage of national pastors in
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this country, Daniel provides assistance in sending
out workers to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Ask God to give Daniel strength as he continues to
mentor and teach national pastors in the different
regions of Mexico. Give God thanks for the national
pastors that this country does have and for the future
pastors that are in formation. Let us give thanks the
Conrads have answered the call to serve God’s
children in Mexico.
Rev. Andrew and Kelsey Schlund are career
missionaries in Mexico City. In this role, Andrew
works with other missionaries in the theological
education of existing pastors and possible future
pastors. He also preaches and teaches whenever
needed. Through the relationships that are formed,
Andrew and Kelsey seek to share the Good News of
Jesus Christ with the people of Mexico.
Pray that the Gospel of Jesus Christ has free reign
through the LCMS missionaries serving in Mexico.
Ask the Lord of the Harvest to call more workers
from Mexico to spread the Gospel in their country.
Pray the hearts of people here in the United States are
moved to pray for and to financially support the
Schlunds so they can “go with” this family on their
journey of faith. Let us give thanks to God that
Andrew, Kelsey and their daughter, Charlotte, are
serving His children in this part of the world.
More information about their backgrounds and families can be found on the mission prayer cards on the
bulletin board and the table in the Fellowship Hall.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
I thank God that the youth and adults involved in
Servants on Saturday have agreed to purchase, wrap,
and deliver Christmas gifts for children served by the
local Foster-in-Texas office. Thank you, Angela
Kensing and Lisa Morgan, for your willingness to
serve in this capacity. We still need someone to
purchase and decorate a Christmas tree for the
Upbring Festival of Trees auction in late November
or early December. Funds for both of those projects,
as well as the Thanksgiving baskets distributed
through Neighborhood House are set aside from our
budgeted local mission dollars. Please let me know
of your willingness to serve in either, or all, of these
hands-on activities.
(Joyce Kuhl, JoyceK210@sbcglobal.net,
806-799-5811, or 806-787-1798).
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Library News

by Pat Robinson, Church Librarian

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast approaching! Please “check out” Luther’s
Table Talk, introduced in last month’s Clarion.
Four additional Reformation books are new to our shelves. They are defined by their titles:
Inside the Reformation: The Times That Changed the World
compiled by Mark S. Sengele

Katharine von Bora: A Reformation Life
by Rudolf K. and Marilynn Morris Markswald

Luther, The Graphic Novel: Echoes of the Hammer
by Susan K. Leigh/illustrated by Dave Hill

Katie Luther, The Graphic Novel: Mother of the Reformation
by Susan K. Leigh/illustrated by Dave Hill

Redeemer LWML is sponsoring an Oktoberfest as a fundraiser to use
in Mission Projects for 2018. Saturday, October 7, from 11:00 am2:00 pm at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 2221 Avenue W. The menu
is: German sausage, German potato salad, sauerkraut, seasoned green
beans, homemade rolls, German chocolate cake. Adult plates are
$8.75 and child plates are $4.50. Carry-out plates will be available.
There will be crafts, baked goods, a silent auction, and sausage by the
pound.
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Eight-year-old, Antonia Marie Roberts, became a child
of God through Holy Baptism administered by Pastor
Vanderbush on September 17, 2017. She is the
daughter of Brandon and Michelle Roberts and joins
her sister, Lyric Garlitz, and grandparents, Dennis and
Annie Miller, as a member of our Christ Lutheran
Church family. Welcome, Antonia!

Photo by Joyce Kuhl

On September 24, 2017, Chelsea Flores became a member of Christ Lutheran Church by Profession of Faith.
Her daughters, Kennedi, Zoei, and Brynli Flores, were all baptized by Pastor Vanderbush.
Welcome, Chelsea, Kennedi, Zoei, and Brynli!

Photos by Joyce Kuhl

Jerusha McCrary was received into Christ’s
family as a child of God. Pastor Vanderbush
performed the Rite of Holy Baptism at the
Lutheran Student Center on September 24, 2017.
Welcome, Jerusha!
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COUNCIL NOTES
The last Church Council meeting was Sunday, September 17th.
A Budget Committee has been formed and has met to plan the church budget for 2018. The committee consists of
Sherry Herzog, Jennifer Bryson, Brad Larson (currently in absentia), and Kelly Kensing. Please submit any budgetary requests for 2018 to any of the above members in writing as soon as possible.
A special Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, October 8th after worship. The topics on the agenda
are as follows: A proposal from the Church Council to continue the current council members in office for 2018
(one year extension). The purpose of the proposal is to provide continuity to the council in 2018 in hopeful anticipation of new pastoral leadership also in 2018. Vacancies for Stewardship Director, Community Relations Director,
and possibly Youth Director (pending) would need to be filled for 2018.
Christ Lutheran Church has been contacted by developers who intend to build housing northwest of the church’s
property on South Quaker Avenue. The development group is requesting to build a “water drainage easement” on
the northern property line from the northwest extent of our property and extending east to Quaker Avenue.
The above topic will be discussed in more detail.
A second special Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, October 22nd, after worship at 1:00 pm.
The purpose of this meeting is a CALL MEETING to potentially elect a new pastor in order to extend a Call to him.
Please read the next announcement in this newsletter for more information.
The membership of Christ Lutheran formally thank Pastor Vanderbush for his ministry and loving care to Christ
Lutheran Church. We wish Pastor Vanderbush and his family God’s speed and blessings in their new ministry in
Arkansas.
The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 17th, at 7:00 pm, due to schedule conflicts
amongst the council.

Call Meeting
The President, Vice President, and the Spiritual Board Director are calling a special meeting of the voting members
of the congregation on October 22, 2017 at 1:00 pm. The purpose of the meeting is a Call Meeting to elect a new
Pastor in order to extend a Call to him.
There are three pastors that the Call Committee is submitting to the congregation for consideration. Their biographical sketches will be made available in the church office, beginning October 1, 2017. We encourage every voting
member to pick up copies for prayerful consideration prior to the Voters Meeting.
The election of a pastor will be by secret written ballot. Proxy or absentee ballots are not permitted. When one
candidate has a majority, the balloting is complete. If this is not achieved on the first ballot, the candidate with the
least number of votes shall be dropped and a second ballot taken. If a third ballot is required to achieve a majority,
the same procedure will be followed and continued until the necessary majority is achieved.
Once a majority is achieved, a resolution will be requested to make the selection unanimous. The failure of such a
resolution will not invalidate the election. It is intended only as a sign of unity and commitment to our common
cause. A Call will then be extended to the pastor elected.

Kelly Kensing
Chris Morgan
Robert Ratliff
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CLC Kids Corner
Please pray for our children:

Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us with the
joy and care of children. Give us calm strength and patient wisdom
that as they grow in years, we may teach them to love whatever is
just and true and good, following the example of our Savior,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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† CROSSword Puzzle †

You may need a King James Version of the Bible to complete this puzzle.
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CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423-1805
Vacancy Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Abel
Phone: 806-799-0162
Fax: 806-799-2273
Website:
www.christ-lutheran.com
Email:
clcsec@christ-lutheran.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
10:15 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.

Circuit Reformation 500 Service
You are invited to the Lubbock Circuit Reformation
500 Service commemorating the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation of the Christian Church on Sunday,
October 29th at 3:30 pm at Christ Lutheran Church.
Area LC-MS pastors, church members, choir members
and instrumentalists from Circuits 2 and 3 will participate
in this special and historic Divine Service.
A reception will follow.
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