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Mission Statement
Christ Lutheran Church exists to “...continue to Share the Good News of
Jesus Christ with members, community & the world.”

The Treatise on the Power and Primacy of
the Pope
Perhaps you’ve heard this document referenced when attending the ordination or installation of a Lutheran pastor. It is mentioned (along with the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, its Apology, and all other documents of the Confessions of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church) as the pastor is asked if he claims for himself the confession of faith contained in the Book of Concord. The
“power and primacy of the pope?” Perhaps you’ve always wondered what that could possibly mean. Wonder no more!
As you may recall from the two previous newsletter articles which examined the Smalcald Articles, the Smalcaldic League had
met and struggle through no small disagreement concerning the contents of that document. Everyone present at the meeting signed
it, but it was not formally adopted at that time (it would be formally adopted later, in 1577). However, another document, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, authored primarily by Philip Melanchthon, was both signed and adopted by members
of the league during their meeting, and subsequently published in 1540.
This document addressed one of the major issues, at the heart of the Reformation, which had not been covered in the Augsburg
Confession or the Apology. In those days, the prevailing belief (and possibly the largest impediment to reformation of the Church
and restoration of the Gospel) was that the Pope was the central and supreme authority over the entire Church of Christ. Claiming
the title “Vicar of Christ” the Pope was said to be the immediate successor to St. Peter. Perhaps worse, it was also believed that it
was necessary for salvation to believe these things about papal authority.
The belief that Peter held a special authority over the other Apostles had developed from a misunderstanding of Christ’s proclamation to Peter in Matthew 16:18; a verse upon which rests the majority of the argument concerning papal authority. The papists
would argue that when Christ says “On this rock I will build My church,” He is speaking of Peter as the rock, thus making him
chief over the Apostles and head of the entire Church of Christ in His stead. However, a careful study of the actual words of Matthew 16:18 reveals that Christ is playing off Peter’s name, “Petros,” to speak about the “Petra,” the rock-solid truth that Peter is
expressing, namely, the truth about Christ. Thus, Christ is building His Church not on Peter himself, but on the rock that is Peter’s
confession (and likewise on the confession of all who confess Christ as the Son of God).
The other primary text used to defend the Pope as supreme authority comes from John 21 where Christ admonishes Peter
(“Peter, do you love me? . . . Feed my sheep.”) However, this is less about Christ giving Peter special supreme authority over the
other Apostles (and by extension over the entire Church) and more about restoring Peter to his position as Apostle after his very
poignant fall in his denial of Christ.
The truths concerning these texts had been nearly lost to the Church; and thus, in crept the errant belief that Christ’s authority
flowed through the Pope to the Church on earth. The Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope provides the Reformers’
scriptural view of authority in the Church, the basis on which the Church was founded, and the foundation upon which it subsists.
The Treatise has two basic parts. The first examines the claims made about papal authority and dismantles them using Scripture as well as historical evidence. The second part explains the power and jurisdiction of bishops.
In addition to dealing with the Scripture texts listed above (Matthew 16 & John 21), the first part of the Treatise also uses
Scripture verses such as Luke 22 and Matthew 18 to show that Christ admonished the apostles to guard against lording their authority over each other. It points out how in John 20, Christ sends out the Apostles in equality with no specific privilege given to any of
them as individuals, and from Galatians 2 it shows Paul as having apostolic authority without having been ordained or in any way
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authorized by Peter.
From here it is conceded that the Council of Nicaea did establish the Bishop of Rome as administrator for the churches in the
West and the Bishop of Alexandria as the same for the churches in the Eastern part of the empire, but the point is emphasized that
this was a human decision and thus the authority granted to these two bishoprics was by human rite only, for the sake of good order.
It also points out that Nicaea further established that all bishops should be elected by their respective churches, not appointed by another bishop who claims central authority for himself.
The document then provides a thorough refutation of the papist arguments for papal authority, addressing the first two Scripture
texts mentioned near the beginning of this article, in a very detailed and expansive way. It then goes on to provide a detailed contrast
between the Pope and Christ in an effort to show that the Pope in no way properly represents Christ.
Following this comes what is probably the most famous and controversial portion of this document; the assertion that the pope is
the antichrist. This seems, for many, to be too far reaching, or maybe even offensive. But, as the document itself shows, the “marks
of Antichrist plainly agree with the kingdom of the pope and his followers” and the claim is defended in great detail. Promoting godless teachings and setting himself up as speaking for Christ in matters not expressed in Scriptures are the two main points made in
connecting the papacy to antichrist.
The remainder of the document, the second part, The Power and Jurisdiction of Bishops, is a helpful commentary on the vocation and duties of pastors. It points out that the Office of the Ministry is about preaching the Gospel, forgiving sins, administrating
the Sacraments, and “excommunicating persons guilty of public sins” (basically binding sins to those who do not repent). This is the
only authority held by those in the Office of the Ministry. In other words, they cannot claim any political or worldly authority for
themselves. It also asserts and defends that the right to call pastors and bishops resides with the congregations of the Church, and not
with any bishop(s).
The Treatise is an immensely helpful document in understanding what is the Office of the Ministry and why it was instituted.
While it allows for the creation of a hierarchy within the clergy by human rite for the sake of good order, it also emphasizes that all
clergy are equal when it comes to the essence of the Office of the Ministry: proclaiming the Gospel, administering the Sacraments,
and other duties related to these. As the Gospel is one, so the ministry of the Gospel is one.

Rev. Daniel A. Hinton
Pastor, Christ Lutheran Church

OBSERVING LENT AND EASTER
Our observation of Lent and Easter will begin on March 6, 2019, Ash Wednesday. There will be an Ash
Wednesday Service at 6:30 p.m. with imposition of ashes. Lenten Vespers will be held March 13, 20, 27,
April 3 and 10. Prior to the Vespers Service, there will be a potluck meal at 5:30 p.m. There will be a
Maundy Thursday service on April 18 at 6:30 p.m. for stripping the altar and a Good Friday Observance
on April 19 at 6:30 p.m. . We will have two Divine Worship services on Easter Sunday, April 21 with a
brunch between.
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Noretta Adrian

3/3

David Harrison

3/21

Artie Limmer

3/3

Henry Bryson

3/22

Erv Merz

3/3

Ron Rodeck

3/23

Linda Peterson

3/3

Bob Riley

3/25

Bradley Hunsucker

3/5

Garrett Freeman

3/27

Gary Odorizzi

3/11

Sandra Lemon

3/27

DeAnna Carlisle

3/15

Albert Rinne

3/27

Kim Graham

3/15

Alvin Matak

3/29

Brooks Jennings

3/15

Billy Guertersloh

3/30

Jeannine McCoy

3/18

Charlee Jennings

3/30

Happy Anniversary!
Sam & Stephanie Meyer
Brad & Chris Larson
Gary & Sherry Odorizzi
David & Jan Harrison
Rod & Sue Huenergardt
Adam & Farrah Freeman
Bob & Han Ratliff

3/5
3/17
3/19
3/22
3/23
3/26
3/27

T SERVING IN MARCH T
ALTAR
KITCHEN HOSTESS
GREETERS

Patricia Hoffman
Sue Huenergardt
Barbara Merz
Aimie Miller
3/3 & 3/10
Albert & Marolyn Rinne

TELLER
ASSISTING MINISTER

Darlene Carrigo
Bob Faber
3/3: Colin Hoffman
3/10: Kendall Graham
3/17: Liam Meeks
3/24: Kaylee Graham
3/31: Haylee Morgan
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Ready to practice your grilling
skills? The Lutheran Student Center
(2615 19th Street, Lubbock, TX) is planning its annual brisket cook-off to be
held on Sunday, March 31st. We are
asking that each church provide
a brisket (or more), so please be thinking about which “grill masters” you
would like to represent your church in
this brisket cook-off. All congregation
members are welcome to attend and
'vote' on the best brisket with their donations.

This is a great way to meet and greet all
the students, tour the Lutheran Student
Center, and promote your congregation
to the current and new students. The
winning brisket gets to take the traveling
trophy back to their church. Emmanuel
Lutheran in Littlefield has the trophy at
the present time.
Please email lsclubbock@gmail.com or
call 806-786-3445 to sign up to cook
a brisket for the cook-off.

This also serves as the only fundraiser
for the Lutheran Student Center.
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Church Council Notes by Tom Zachman, CLC President
Tom Zachman
thomaszachman@yahoo.com
281-455-8010
Greetings in Christ for March! I pray everyone is having a joyous 2019 as we approach the Lenten season of
the Church year.
Last month we took care of a couple of issues with our Quaker property which, as you know, is now debt
free. The city of Lubbock wanted the weeds mowed in the right of way, and with the help of Erwin Merz that
was done. Also our Ag exemption with the county had to be refiled, which was taken care of with the great
help from Ken Schoppa. On a brighter note, our new church secretary, Linda Peterson, began her work in
February. Welcome Linda!
I want to thank everyone for a great turnout at our first congregational meeting of 2019. I hope everyone
received the information they wanted about all the happenings at Christ Lutheran. It was great to see the
good collections from our member’s tithes for the first couple of months of the year. It was particularly
pleasing to be able to budget funds to our “local” missions for the first time in two years. I look forward to
our next congregational meeting on May 19, when we will also celebrate our new communicants. Finally, I
do want to encourage everyone to consider helping with Sunday morning childcare in the nursery and contact Susan Rowe if you would like to help with that.
Please continue to pray for Christ’s blessings on Christ Lutheran.

In Christ, Tom Zachman

COMMUNITY OUTREACH by Joyce Zachman
The Lord has said, “you shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:30–31). Who is our
neighbor?
Our neighbor can be anyone - the people we live with, work with, cross paths with in stores;
the college student, K-12 student, the dropout; the homeless, impoverished, unemployed
and unskilled unemployable; men and women in service and veterans, first responders, victims of natural disasters. Our neighbor can live next door, across town, in another state, across the world.
Community Outreach has innumerable opportunities for acts of mercy and grace.
We are Christ’s Ambassadors. This is very crucial for our understanding of the mission of God and His strategy for expand His kingdom. … Thus, God sending us as His ambassadors is a big deal, and it should cause
each of us to ask the question, “why me?” We live in a broken world with broken lives. We are very mindful of our weaknesses. God Good News is that the God who sends us is also the god who let His power
manifest in our weaknesses.”
Rev. Dr. Yohannes Mengsteab, The Lutheran Witness, January, 2019
Sunday, February 24, recognizing that shining our light as a body of Christ is a priority, Christ Lutheran Church
approved a modification to the budget transferring $10,400 to Community Outreach to serve and assist “our
neighbor.” Over the next several weeks, we will explore where and how we can make a difference and use our
resources wisely.
Joyce Zachman can be reached at 281-703-7327 or jg.zachman@gmail.com
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by Candy Schoppa

The monthly Upbring meeting was held at Neighborhood House on Monday, February 11. Foster Kids has
moved to 6847 82nd St., Suite 102, Lubbock. There are currently 44 children in care and 18 new homes in the
process of getting licensed.
Health for Friends screened 437 clients during January. United Way fell a little short of their goal, although it
was a successful campaign. A meeting is being planned with the whole program review committee in March
or April, then a question and answer meeting will be held in May.
Neighborhood House assisted 287 households in January. Thanks went out to Christ Lutheran for brushes
and deodorant contributions. Needs for Neighborhood House are disposable razors and travel size shaving
cream.
The Waters Lunch Bunch met on February 12 and we ate with eight 5 th graders. We plan on having another
lunch in March and one in April and possibly doing something special for the teachers in May. I will be
attending a planning meeting as a Community Relations representative with teachers/parents in March.
Another project that has been discussed is getting a group together to make quilts to give to people in need.
More information will be available soon.

YOUTH GROUP by Allen & Kim Graham
The National Youth Gathering will be July 11-15, 2019 in Minneapolis, MN. Our Youth Group will
travel to this event with Hope Lutheran Youth in vans with an overnight stop in Kansas City. The
cost is is $1,100 per child. The group will leave Lubbock on July 9 and return on July 16. Please
pray for a safe journey for all.
Ceta Glen Church Camp is scheduled for July 22-27, 2019. The deposit for this trip is due by June 29.
Cost is $350 for the first child in a family and $300 for additional children. More information will be
available as the time gets closer.
Plans for our Youth include one Fellowship Activity quarterly and one to two service activities quarterly.
Thank you all for your support of our Youth Group.
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Wednesday Morning
Bible Study

Daylight Saving Time begins on
March 10. Remember to set
your clocks forward one hour on
Saturday night.

Wednesday, March 13th, 10:00 a.m.-12:00
p.m.

Good News Bible Study

March 19, 6:30 p.m.

th

Church Council Meeting

th

March 6 and March 27 at 1:00 p.m.

Spiritual Board Meeting
Tuesday, March 12th, 5:30 p.m.

Solo Lunch Bunch

Thursday, March 14th at 11:30 a.m. at Olive
Garden, 6002 Slide Rd.

Game Day

Join Christ Lutheran
Church for Christian
Education Night
each Wednesday!
5:30 p.m. - Bible history with Susan Rowe
School age children who are not yet ready for Catechesis are invited to attend this class.

5:30 p.m. - Ready for Catechesis
This class is for active members who intend to undergo the Rite of Confirmation to become communicant
members at Christ Lutheran. Catechumens will review the Bible, study Luther's Small Catechism, and learn
basic skills and concepts of Christian prayer and worship. Books and materials will be provided. Contact Pastor Hinton to enroll.

6:30 p.m. - A study of C. S. Lewis' The Screwtape Letters
The Screwtape Letters - an eternal struggle between the forces of good and evil.
The Screwtape Letters comprises 31 letters written by a senior demon named Screwtape to
his nephew, Wormwood (named after a star in Revelation), a younger and less-experienced
demon, charged with guiding a man (called "the patient") toward "Our Father Below" (Devil / Satan) from "the Enemy" (Jesus). This will be suspended from March 6
thru April 11 for observation of Lent. We will resume on April 17.
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Please pray for our children:
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us with the
joy and care of children. Give us calm strength and patient
wisdom that as they grow in years, we may teach them to love
whatever is just and true and good, following the
example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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† CROSSword Puzzle †

You may need a King James Version of the Bible to complete this puzzle.
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DAYLIGHT
SAVING TIME
BEGINS ON
MARCH 10,
2019

THE LUTHERAN STUDENT CENTER ANNUAL BRISKET COOKOFF WILL BE HELD ON MARCH
31.
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MEN’S PRAYER AND BREAKFAST GROUP
MEETS EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING AT
9:00 A.M. AT MARKET STREET, 98TH AND
QUAKER.
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CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423-1805
Pastor
Rev. Daniel A. Hinton
Phone: 806-799-0162
Fax: 806-799-2273
Website:
www.christ-lutheran.com
Email:
clcsec@christ-lutheran.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
10:15 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Holy Communion is celebrated every Lord’s Day.

Got love?
Love asks nothing in return but seeks
those who need it. And who needs
our love more than those who are
consumed with hatred and are utterly
devoid of love?
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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