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Mission Statement
Christ Lutheran Church exists to “...continue to Share the Good News of
Jesus Christ with members, community & the world.”

The Smalcald Articles I
by Rev. Daniel A. Hinton
Given all that was involved in their adoption, this is going to have to take more than one article to cover. This
article will cover the history and the next one will cover the contents.

Calling for a Council
The Church has struggled with conflicts and disputes for her entire existence. From the very beginning the
way devised to deal with such controversy was to bring everyone together and talk things through. The goal
of these Church councils was to examine and expound upon the work and Word of God, finding resolution
of the issue, and working toward reconciliation with one another. These Church councils, as they came to be
called, got their start during the early days of the Church’s formation.
The very first Church council, known as the Council of Jerusalem, is recorded in Acts Chapter 15. You might
recall, as we discussed briefly in our Bible study on the Epistle of St. James, that the primary argument there
concerned whether one must be circumcised according to the Law of Moses in order to be circumcised. This
council produced a letter which declared the resolution of the issue and instructed the greater Church.
Another couple of famous councils – Nicea (325 A.D.) and Constantinople (381 A.D.) – produced what we
know today as the Nicene Creed as a result of the church’s work to deal with the controversy of Arianism (the
belief that Jesus was not true God, but a created being) and restore proper Christian teaching to the Church.
Given the conflict born of the Reformation, even the Reformers themselves recognized that there was need
for a Church council to work through the controversy and come to resolution with those whom they opposed.
In 1520, Luther wrote his famous Letter to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation where he called
for just such a council. Emperor Charles V agreed with this request and was hopeful that such a council
could solve the dispute which was causing his reign and empire no small headache.
The Reformers hoped that a council would give their concerns a fairer hearing than they had thus far received
from papal representatives. To everyone’s joy, in 1536 the newly-installed pope, Paul III, issued a formal
decree for a council to be held in Mantua (in Italy) in the following year.
Some Lutheran princes (including Luther’s own prince, Frederick the Wise) did not want to attend on the
grounds that their attendance would legitimize the illicit authority over the Church claimed by the Pope.
These concerns proved valid when Paul III issued a Papal bull declaring the purpose of the council: “the
utter extirpation of the poisonous, pestilential Lutheran heresy.”
Continued on pg. 2
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Seeing clearly that Mantua was going to be less a free, open council, and more like what was attempted by the
papists in Augsburg, Frederick insisted that the Reformers prepare themselves by drafting a detailed document
that would thoroughly address all of the issues at stake. It was critical that all of the German Reformers be
united in their confession and able to articulate the same in clear and direct terms.
Near the end of 1536, Luther was directed to take charge of writing this new confession of faith, and was
asked to present the same at a meeting of the Reformers in Smalcald, Germany in February of 1537. During
the writing, Luther became gravely ill and was convinced that he was near death. Despite this, he pressed on in
writing as he thought this to be his last opportunity to confess the faith he knew to be Christian. Given this, he
poured every last effort he could muster into what would come to be known as the Smalcald Articles. Despite
Luther living almost another ten years, they came to be regarded as Luther’s last will and testament (he himself
would later call them this).

The meeting at Smalcald took place on February 8, 1537. Given that here they were preparing to defend
themselves against a papacy who sought to destroy their pure and biblical confession of faith, only those
who subscribed publicly to the Augsburg Confession were allowed to attend. Even Henry VIII (who wanted
to attend but refused to agree with the AC) was not permitted. Those who joined together for this meeting were
members in what was called The Smalcaldic League.
Even though the document that Luther had produced had been examined and edited (though only slightly) by
theologians at Wittenberg, the assumption by Frederick the Wise that everyone would readily accept and adopt
this confession of faith proved ill-founded. Things quickly fell apart for the unity of the Reformers, and for a
variety of reasons. There was dispute concerning whether or not, should the Pope come to accept their confession, they could accept papal authority for the sake of order by human rite only (and not by divine right).
Some felt that the wording was too strong and asserted that they should simply present the Augsburg
Confession along with the Apology and be content with that.
Perhaps of greatest concern was that Philip Melanchthon (among the most influential laymen present) had
become sympathetic to those in Southern Germany who had been influenced by another reformation
happening in Switzerland under the leadership of Ulrich Zwingli (who held that Baptism was
not regenerative, and that Christ was not truly present in The Sacrament of the Altar). Melanchthon was so
worried for their support that he had become open to compromise. He was even willing to water down the
strong and firm wording of the Augsburg Confession and its Apology which were themselves deeply rooted in
the truth of Scripture. (Later, after Luther’s death, this would lead to further turmoil when Melanchthon would
produce an altered and watered-down version of the Augustana, which is why our congregation’s constitution
subscribes to the Unaltered Augsburg Confession). Perhaps the most critical problem was Luther’s absence
from the gathering. His terrible illness prevented him from being present and defending his writing to the
others, helping them to see clearly the nature of the controversy they faced.
In the end, Melanchthon convinced the others to set aside Luther’s document.
Luther felt dejected in the wake of Smalcald, but he never abandoned the confession he had written. Instead
he made a few more revisions, and in 1538 had them published as a last will and testament. In his own
words, “In case I should die before there would be a council (as I fully expect and hope). For those scoundrels
who run away from the light and avoid the day are taking pains to delay and prevent the council. If I do die,
those who are alive and those who come after me will have my testimony and confession (in addition to the
one I have issued previously). I have remained in this confession up to now, and by God’s grace, I will remain
in it.” (Luther’s Preface to The Smalcald Articles).

Continued on pg. 3
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In fact, Luther was prophetic and the Council of Mantua never happened. Eventually a council did meet.
It took place from 1545 to 1563 (Luther dies in 1546) in Trent, Italy. It met at various times over the course
of these 18 years, and at no point were any of the Reformers invited. The Council of Trent solidified the
teachings of what would eventually come to be called the Roman Catholic Church. The documents produced
as a result of Trent are known as the Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent. They are to the papists
similar to what the Book of Concord is for Lutherans. And their primary emphasis was an emphatic rejection
of everything stood for in the Augsburg Confession and its Apology. Two of these canons read, “If anyone
says that by faith alone the impious are justified (that nothing else is required to obtain justification and that
it is not necessary to use one's own will), let him be anathema,” and “If anyone says that it is necessary for
everyone to believe that their sins are forgiven, let him be anathema.”

The Smalcald Articles Live, Thanks to the “Second Martin”
Fast-forward to 1577. Luther has been dead over 30 years. A new document, the Formula of Concord
(which will be covered in a later article), is completed and adopted. But this is only after much discussion
and revision in which a man named Martin Chemnitz played a critical role. Chemnitz had eleven years earlier
completed an important work entitled Examination of the Council of Trent, which to this day remains the
most thorough and biblical refutation of Roman Catholic theology ever written. By this time, and thanks to
the influence of Chemnitz and others like him, Luther’s Smalcald Articles had become adopted as part of the
formal confession of faith held by the churches of the Reformation. Also, thanks to many of these same men,
by this time the compromising doctrinal position of Philip Melanchthon (along with others who had come to
follow him) had been thoroughly exposed and rejected.
In 1580, when the Book of Concord is formally assembled and adopted, the Smalcald Articles are included,
and both our congregation and our pastor have publicly and formally vowed to God that this document is a
true explication of Holy Scripture and is our belief and teaching. The next article will cover the contents of
this document.

Rev. Daniel A. Hinton
Pastor, Christ Lutheran Church
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January 1
January 3

Lisa Morgan
Linda Faber

January 4
January 4
January 8
January 9
January 9
January 11
January 14
January 14
January 16
January 17
January 17

Ashleigh Hoffman
Jeanne Peterson
Kay Arellano
Pastor Hinton
Kim Starnes
Chris Morgan
Isabella Hinton
Donna Lorenz
Peggy Lorenz

January 18
January 18
January 18
January 19
January 20
January 21
January 23
January 24
January 28
January 29
January 29

Dean Foerster
Lyric Garlitz
Lindsey Gentry
Danny Joe Gumaer
Joyce Zachman
Staci Ramsey
Kelly Deterding
Barbara Rushing
Bev King
Ted Pamperin
Loretta Parks

Rusty Hoffman
Robert Ratliff

January 30
January 30

Jeremiah Hinton
Katarina Hinton

GREETERS NEEDED

January 14

Katie and Brett Faber

If you would like to help greet
on Sunday mornings, please
contact Sherry Odorizzi at
sherry.odorizzi@suddenlink.net
or (806) 401-4061. It's an easy
job and a good way to meet fellow members
and visitors. Susan Rowe has agreed to greet
in January.

T SERVING IN JANUARY T
ALTAR
KITCHEN HOSTESS

GREETER
TELLER
ASSISTING MINISTER

Kathy Franklin & Jan Harrison
Barbara Merz

Susan Rowe
TBD
Robert Ratliff
1/06: Liam Meeks
1/13: Haylee Morgan
1/20: Kailee Graham
1/27: Joseph Lorenz
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REMOVAL OF
CHRISTMAS TREES &
DECORATIONS
LADIES . . . AND MEN
are invited to help remove the
Christmas trees and decorations on
Monday, January 7, at 5:00 pm.
Following the cleanup, everyone is
invited to enjoy dinner (Dutch
treat) together at a local restaurant.
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Christina Marie Zachman
became a child of God through
Holy Baptism and then confirmed
her Baptismal vows to become a
communicant member of Christ
Lutheran Church. She was accompanied
by her husband, Jason, and Jason's
parents, Tom and Joyce Zachman. Pastor
Daniel Hinton was the Officiant. God's
richest blessings to Christina as she
grows in her Christian faith!

2019 FLOWER CHART
The new 2019 flower chart has been posted on the wall in the Narthex. If you would like to honor
someone special, celebrate a child, marriage, anniversary, or remember a loved one, please sign up
EARLY to reserve the date. Flowers (one vase) is $22.00 per Sunday and may be paid for through
the church office. You are welcome to take your flowers home following the worship service.
At this time, donors are especially needed for the months of January and February.

The Lutheran Student Center hosts Supper-On-Sundays each week during
the semester, beginning with a bible study at 5:00 p.m. and followed by a meal at 6:00 p.m.
Beginning on January 20th, the Lutheran Student Fellowship will start a study of Luther’s teachings
on the Two Realms and how it can inform the Christian’s interaction with the society in which we
live today. To guide that discussion, we’ll be using Dr. Joel Biermann’s book, Wholly Citizens.
Given the current state of public/political discourse in America, this is a timely and necessary study.
But we need your help buying enough books for each student to participate. To date, we have only
received enough to buy two books. We need at least twenty. Please consider sponsoring at least one student with a $20
gift. The Supper-On-Sunday meals are provided by local volunteers, including area congregations and various small
groups. The Lutheran Student Center is an outreach ministry of all of the Lutheran churches in the Lubbock county
area. The continued support of all of our area congregations is vital to the success of this ministry. We can’t do it
without you. We currently have hosts for only two Sundays for the upcoming spring semester. If anyone is interested
in helping provide a meal for the students, please contact your church administrator to sign up for available dates.
The Student Center is located at 2615 19th St. The email address is lsclubbock@gmail.com. The phone number is
806-763-3644.

……………….

……….………

…………..…

………………

…………….
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There was no Church Council meeting in December 2018.
Installation of the 2019 CLC Church Council and Spiritual Board is scheduled for Sunday, January 6, 2019 during
the worship service.
The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 15th at 6:30 PM.
Thanks to all who served on the Church Council and Spiritual Board in 2018 and many thanks to those serving in
2019.
Merry Christmas and God’s Blessings in the New Year!
Kelly Kensing

Message from the President, Tom Zachman
Greetings in Christ for the New Year!
I pray everyone had a joyous Christmas celebrating the coming of our Lord and Savior.
I would like to express my sincere thanks to Kelly Kensing, the Church Council and the Spiritual Board for their
service in 2018. I look forward to serving this year as the president of the congregation, and I thank you for your trust
in me to fill this position. While there are always issues to address throughout the year, my goal is to provide good
communication to our members and to support unity in Christ under the guidance of our pastor, the Spiritual Board
and Church Council.
Although our By-Laws only require one congregational meeting a year, we will hold four such meetings in 2019 to
facilitate communication within our Church. The first congregational meeting is tentatively scheduled for Sunday,
February 24, after worship service. An agenda will be published in the bulletin in advance. At the meeting, reports
will be given by Pastor Hinton, the Spiritual Board, and the President who will summarize any old or new business.
A current financial summary will be presented. Additionally, each Council position will provide a brief report on
their activities. There will be time for questions/answers.
I look forward to the many good things that will surely happen this year at Christ Lutheran.

In Christ,
Tom Zachman

by Candy Schoppa
December was a busy month. We applied for a Thrivent Action Team grant and were approved, bought coats,
and had 9 coats donated, planned a breakfast for the faculty and staff at Waters Elementary, and had lunch with
5 third-graders at the school. Our breakfast day was probably the windiest day we’ve had this winter, but 7 of our
members turned out to set-up muffins, fruit, and juice. We also decided to wrap coats for the children we had names
for, afterward, then returned the gifts to school with the extra coats, as well as sweatpants and a sweatshirt. The
total number of coats was 14, plus 5 pairs of sweatpants, and 1 sweatshirt. It is so good that we can help many of
these children and families who are involved with Women’s Protective Services. Your prayers and all your help is
much appreciated!
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS
by Joyce Zachman
Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I am honored to serve Christ Lutheran Church as the director of Community Outreach. I extend heart-felt gratitude
to Joyce Kuhl for her service in this role. I will strive to be as dedicated a servant as she has been and look forward to
assisting Pastor Hinton in our mission program.
Though a member of CLC for a little over one year, I have come to love the saints at Christ Lutheran and the Lubbock
community. Though I know many members, please allow me a brief introduction.
I love my family. Tom and I will celebrate 35 years of marriage in May 2019. I admire and respect no person more so
than him. We have four grown children, four grandchildren, and two step-grandsons.
My life has been dedicated to families and education. I’m currently the director of Texas Tech Parents Association, a
non-profit affiliate of Texas Tech University. I’m responsible for directing programs that serve parents to support the
success of Texas Tech students. It really is a perfect fit for me.
Serving to bring CLC families together to support mission programs will be rewarding and challenging. There are many
activities assigned to this committee, from lay visitation (contact) to promoting world missions (missionaries).
Darlene Carrigo, Annetta Champion, Patricia Hoffman, Susan Rowe, and Sharon Trang assisted in 2018. I invite them
and others to volunteer. Please contact me directly if you wish to volunteer or if you have questions. My email is:
jg.zachman@gmail.com and my mobile number is 281-703-7327.
Blessings in Christ,
Joyce Zachman

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES
The January Missionaries for the Month are Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaste, who serve in Prague, Czech Republic.
In this role, Dale trains men to be pastors of the Lutheran Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Czech
Republic (ECAVvCR). He also serves as the pastor of an English-language Lutheran church in Prague, which serves
the LCMS Eurasia regional office staff and many English-speaking expats living in Prague. In addition, Dale assists the
regional chaplain with pastoral service to the LCMS missionaries serving in the Silesian region of the Czech Republic.
Through the relationships formed, Dale and Suzanne seek to share the Gospel with the people of the Czech Republic.
More information about them can be found on the prayer cards on the missions bulletin board.
Pray for Dale and Suzanne, asking God to daily give Dale strength and knowledge as he mentors men for the ministry and serves the congregation in Prague. Pray that the Holy Spirit leads and guides him as he ministers to the LCMS
missionaries serving in this country. Pray for the men who receive Dale’s instruction that their hearts and minds are
open to what God wants them to learn. Ask God to help these men grow to become faithful and compassionate under
shepherds serving His children. Pray for the people of the Czech Republic who will learn of the Gospel through the
missionary work that is being done in this country.

THANKS FROM SOME RECIPIENTS OF OUR LOCAL MISSION GIFTS
FROM TERRY AND TRACY BAUGH:
Thank you for your very generous donations for the
Be A Santa to a Senior Program. We appreciate you
providing much-needed items for our local senior neighbors
in need. We are inspired by your kind hearts, and pray that
God will richly bless your Church in the coming year.
(Side note: Terry Baugh and his sister, Kathy, were
confirmed at Christ Lutheran Church in 1977.)
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Good News Bible Study
Wednesday, January 9th and
January 30th at 1:00 p.m.

Solo Lunch Bunch
Thursday, January 10th, 11:30 a.m.
at Montelongo’s (3021 Clovis Rd.)

Spiritual Board Meeting
Tuesday, January 8th at 5:30 p.m.

Game Day
Wednesday, January 16th, 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday Morning
Bible Study
Wednesday, January 9th,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Church Council Meeting
January 20th, following Worship

CHILI COOKOFF
The chili cook off was a great success. Thanks to all who supported our youth, either by donation/chili/or
by helping setup/clean up. 1st place winner: Kim Graham; 2nd place: Alvin Matak; 3rd Place: Meeks Family.
Because of our generous congregation, we raised about $1500 to go toward our NYG fund. Special thanks
to Beth Turner for the lovely quilt we raffled off. The lucky winner was Joyce Evans.

CLC NOSTALGIA
Bob Riley has donated the vintage lights that used to hang in the church
(that they had at their home) to the youth to sell and raise funds. Find them in the Fellowship Hall.
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CLC Kids’ Corner
Please pray for our children:
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us with the
joy and care of children. Give us calm strength and patient
wisdom that as they grow in years, we may teach them to love
whatever is just and true and good, following the
example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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† CROSSword Puzzle †

You may need a King James Version of the Bible to complete this puzzle.
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CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423-1805
Pastor
Rev. Daniel A. Hinton
Phone: 806-799-0162
Fax: 806-799-2273
Website:
www.christ-lutheran.com
Email:
clcsec@christ-lutheran.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
10:15 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Holy Communion is celebrated every Lord’s Day.

Lessons in Wise Faith
“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther.Given the obstacles they encountered, we would understand
if they had given up altogether!
First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a “royal palace.” Then,
directed to Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight “so utterly out of keeping with a king” — a poor young woman
and child, in a “poor hut” — that one might expect them to head straight home. “But,” declares Luther, “with a great,
strong and full faith they ... follow the word of the prophet and the witness of the star in all purity of heart,” bowing
to worship and honor the Savior.
—Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works
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