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Christ Lutheran Church
Mission Statement: Christ Lutheran Church exists to
“...continue to Share the Good News of Jesus Christ with
members, community & the world.”

JANUARY 2017

The Clarion
A Blessed Epiphany!

Abraham would be proud. He had given everything to Isaac, and he knew that
through Isaac, God’s Promise to Him would be fulfilled. Ishmael had left with God’s
provision and care, and his father’s love, but not as the bearer of the Promise. After
his beloved Sarah’s death, Abraham took another wife and had concubines, having
many more children, though we usually only consider Ishmael and Isaac in our typical
conversation. Although he gave everything to Isaac, he gave gifts to his other sons and sent them away
eastward, to the east country. (Genesis 25:1-6)
Why would Abraham be proud? The recognition of the Promise of course! It took around 2000 years to
come, but Abraham’s Seed (singular mind you) was born humbly in a stable to descendants of the line of
Judah. In the city of David (Bethlehem) Jesus was born to Mary. She and Joseph received the celebratory
praise of the shepherds, but this was only the beginning, and was only of those from the loins of Isaac and
Jacob. In the course of the next two years (we really don’t know for sure) those outside of Israel came
searching for Jesus.
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east
came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’” (Matthew 2:1-6)

And so the wise men from the east located Jesus, Mary and Joseph, by following a star and inquiring to see
where this King, or Messiah, would be born.
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the
child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew 2:9-12)

From the east, where Abraham had sent his sons with gifts, these “wise men” came. Scripture says repeatedly that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (Psalm 111, etc) These “sons” rightly understood
the Promise, falling down and worshiping Christ the Lord. Epiphany we celebrate that God’s light has gone
to all nations, and that the true sons of Abraham look to the Promise - Jesus Himself, His coming, living,
dying, rising and reigning, and celebrate with humble worship. Yes, indeed, Abraham is quite proud!
Soli Deo Gloria!
Pastor Vanderbush
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Happy
Anniversary!

Happy Birthday!
January

Name

1

Lisa Morgan

3

Linda Faber

4

Ashleigh Hoffman

4

Jeanne Peterson

6

Joy Simpson

8

Kay Arellano

9

Kim Starnes

11

Chris Morgan

14

Scott Hall

14

Donna Lorenz

16

Peggy Lorenz

17

Rusty Hoffman

17

Robert Ratliff

17

Aden Vanderbush

18

Lyric Garlitz

18

Lindsey Gentry

19

Danny Joe Gumaer

21

Staci Ramsey

TELLERS

23

Kelly Deterding

Caitlin Carlisle and Brad Larson

24

Barbara Rushing

28

Beverly King

29

Ted Pamperin

29

Loretta Parks

January 14

Brett and Katie Faber

January 16

Jordan and Emily (Korinek) Drum

January 26

Bob and Mary Lou Riley

January's
Servants
ALTAR SERVICE
Kathy Franklin and Jan Harrison

ASSISTING MINISTERS

January 1: Brad Larson
January 8, 15, 22, & 29: Robert Ratliff

GREETER

Sue Huenergardt

KITCHEN HOSTESS
Barbara Merz

GAME DAY
Wednesday,
January 18th at
1:00 pm in
Fellowship Hall.
(All ages welcome)
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ACOLYTES
January 1:
January 8:
January 15:
January 22:
January 29:

Haylee Morgan
Joseph Lorenz
Colin Hoffman
Liam Meeks
Aden Vanderbush
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BRAILLE CENTER #148
Braille #1
January 17th and
January 24th at 9:00 am

Tuesday, January 12th,
11:30 am, at
Longhorn Steakhouse
4805 S. Loop 289

Braille #2
January 11th and January 25th
at 6:00pm

WEDNESDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY

Make-up Session
January 26th at 9:00am
SPIRITUAL BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 10th, 7:00 PM

Solo
Lunch Bunch

COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 22nd,
FOLLOWING WORSHIP

resumes January 11th,
10:00-11:30am with our study of
He Chose the Nails.
(Southeast Classroom of CLC)

GOOD NEWS BIBLE STUDY
th

Beginning January 10 , the Good News Bible Study will meet every Tuesday at 1:00 PM in the
large southeast classroom. We are reviewing Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book, Life Together – The
Classic Exploration of Faith in Community. Our goal is to explore Bonhoeffer’s contentions regarding Christian relationships and developing unity through fellowship in contrast to worldly
values. Come join us! For questions call Jackie Watkins, 793-5698, or Myron Trang, 748-0893.

2017 FLOWER CHART
The new 2017 flower chart has been posted on the wall in the Narthex. If
you would like to honor someone special, celebrate a child, marriage,
anniversary, or remember a loved one, sign up EARLY to reserve the
date. Flowers are $44.00 per Sunday. At this time, donors are especially
needed for the months of January and February. You may take your
flowers home following the Worship service. Your payment for the
flowers may be made through the Church Office.

REMOVAL OF CHRISTMAS TREES & DECORATIONS
ALL LADIES . . . AND MEN are invited to help remove the Christmas trees
and decorations on Wednesday, January 4, at 5:00 p.m.
Following the cleanup, everyone is invited to enjoy dinner
(Dutch treat) together at a local restaurant.
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The Upbring Festival of Trees raised over $1,000 and thank you to all who
supported this event. The end-of-year report will be presented at the next meeting.
Thank you for your kindness during this difficult time. My family and I appreciate your generosity in
our time of grief. The donation in honor of my Antonio Raul Lopez, Jr. means a lot to us. Your kindness and sympathy at this time are more appreciated than words can ever express. Thank you for
your thoughts and prayers. God Bless.
Sincerely,
The Family of Antonio Raul Lopez, Jr.
AKA "Cheetah"

LUTHERAN STUDENT CENTER
The spring semester is right around the corner! If you would be interested in providing a Sunday
evening meal during this semester, please let me know if you or your church group would like to
sign up for one or more of the following dates: Jan 22, Jan 29, Feb 12, Feb. 19, Feb. 26, Mar. 5,
Mar. 26, Apr. 2, Apr 9, Apr. 23, Apr. 30, May 7, May 14. We can come pick up the food and deliver
it to the Lutheran Student Center if you would prefer just to cook, (or if you want to freeze something ahead of time, that would work too). E-mail me at monica_m_arellano@yahoo.com or call
806-786-3445. Thank you!

PRAY FOR MISSIONS
by Joyce Kuhl, Community Outreach Director
The following was adapted from a letter from Rev. Steven J. Misch, Area A Mission and Ministry Facilitator, at the time of the Thanksgiving Prayer Vigil:
“There is no doubt that prayer is the first, continued, and critically sustaining spiritual
discipline essential to bringing the Gospel to those who are far from God and to those who are
near. Your prayer will be heard by our living God and will open doors and create opportunities
for missionaries, congregations, pastors, and leaders to speak the love of Christ into broken lives
and communities. Without your prayer, the Gospel proclamation is frustrated at best; at worst, it
has no effect.”
During 2017, you can expect an increased emphasis on prayer for the missions, local, state-wide,
nation-wide, and throughout the world. Please pray with me: Lord God, heavenly Father, this
day we lift up to You all mission efforts of Christ Lutheran Church. We pray for all who give
witness to Your strong name. Encourage this congregation and each member to enter into Great
Commission work. Give to us the courage to search for people who will embrace You by faith
through our witness. Where there is danger, grant protection. Where there is apathy, stir up
hearts. Where there is temptation to dishonor You, bring strength to resist. We pray that You
would give us eyes to see the opportunities to speak of You and lift up Your name. We pray that
you would move each of us to serve, not BE served. We pray that Your kingdom would be extended to Your honor and glory. I ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen
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COUNCIL NOTES
The church council wishes to express our sincerest thanks to Jim and Audrey McDonald for
their many years of service to the congregation, especially Mr. McDonald’s service as a Financial Secretary. We appreciate your discretion and professionalism with this task. Thanks
again!
The council has nominated and approved Phillip Guengerich to fill the position of Christian
Growth director on the council for 2017. Thanks to Phillip for providing his experience and
leadership in this important position.
The council still has vacancies to fill for Stewardship director and Community Relations director for 2017. If you are interested in knowing more about these positions, please contact
Kelly Kensing (786.4108 or kkensing@ldda.com) OR Chris Morgan (438.0557 or
cdmorg68@gmail.com). Thanks.
We also wish to thank Caitlin Carlisle for agreeing to assume the position of a Financial Secretary in place of Mr. McDonald. Thanks, Caitlin, for your gift of service!
The 2017 Church Council
and Spiritual Board will be installed during the worship service
Sunday, January 8th.
The next Church Council meeting will be Sunday, January 22nd following the worship service.

WELCOME OUR 2017 COUNCIL AND
SPIRITUAL BOARD MEMBERS!
PRESIDENT

Dr. Kelly Kensing

VICE PRESIDENT

Chris Morgan

TREASURER

Sherry Herzog

SECRETARY

John Keinath

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Caitlin Carlisle

CHRISTIAN GROWTH

Phillip Guengerich

COMMNUITY OUTREACH

Joyce Kuhl

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Vacant

PROPERTIES DIRECTOR

Erwin Merz

STEWARDSHIP

Vacant

YOUTH DIRECTOR

Rusty Hoffman

SPIRITUAL BOARD MEMBERS:
Jim Diers, Clifford Fischer, Allen Graham, Billy Guetersloh, Brad Larson,
Alfred Lingnau, Sam Meyer, and Robert Ratliff
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CLC Kids’ Corner
Please pray for our children:
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us
with the joy and care of children. Give us calm strength
and patient wisdom that as they grow in years, we may
teach them to love whatever is just and true and good,
following the example of our Savior,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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CROSSword Puzzle

You may need a King James Version of the Bible to complete this puzzle.
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THANK YOU
to Debbie Hedgcoth and
our Thrivent Chapter
Board for graciously
donating a case of cups
and napkins for our
congregation.

Beautiful cross
given to Christ
Lutheran Church
by Hospice of
Lubbock.

by Pat Robinson, CLC Librarian
Start the new year by "checking out" one of W. Phillip Keller's
devotional commentaries on two of the Bible's best-loved passages:
A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23
From the unique perspective of first-hand experience, Mr. Keller presents the psalm in a new way, seeing with the Good Shepherd's eyes as
he extends expressions of love to "the sheep of His pastures."

Salt for Society
Abounding with insights about Biblical themes, Mr. Keller presents a
fresh and original treatment of Christ's Beatitudes and His teachings
on salt and light.
8

Volume 19, Issue 12

9

Volume 19, Issue 12

CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423-1805
Interim Pastor
Neil Vanderbush
Phone: 806-799-0162
Fax: 806-799-2273
Website:
www.christ-lutheran.com
Email:
clcsec@christ-lutheran.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
10:15 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.
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