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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Mission Statement: Christ Lutheran Church exists to “...continue to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ with members, community & the world.”

Arise and Shine!

January 2016

by Pastor Neil Vanderbush

Arise and shine in splendor; let night to day surrender. Your light is drawing near.
Above, the day is beaming, in matchless beauty gleaming; the glory of the Lord is here.
See earth in darkness lying, the heathen nations dying in hopeless gloom and night.
To you the Lord of heaven— Your life, your hope— has given great glory, honor, and delight.
by Martin Opitz, 1597-1639, Arise and Shine in Splendor (Lutheran Service Book 396, verses 1 & 2)

Epiphany is the season of revelation. We’ve just come through Advent, the fearfully positive season of
remembrance and preparation for our Lord’s arrival, and Christmas, the very well known celebration of our
Lord’s humble incarnation, infancy, and childhood. Now we turn to a joyous celebration of Christ as the Light
of hope to all nations.
The Day of Epiphany (January 6) is actually quite ancient, having more time in service to the Church than
even Christmas, though not as long as Easter and Pentecost. The heartbeat of the day, and season, is none
other than the missional fervor of the Church, given by Her Lord. John 3:16 roots this mission in the love of
the Father Himself, For God so loved the world, that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in
Him would not perish, but have everlasting life. God’s love for a dark and lonely world would compel Him to
provide for us eternity, hope, peace and joy. The fact that this is God’s work and a gift to us by grace further
proves the depth of this marvel. No regular human being can truly fathom this mighty wonder. Yet we continue to receive it through the work of God’s Word and Sacraments. How blessed we are!
What about this missional fervor, then? The Holy Spirit has shone in our hearts, and we are sent with the
great and glorious Light of Christ in His gracious Word. The entire book of Acts gives account to this
“shining forth”, and we continue to see Christ’s command at work, But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8) This is the heartbeat of Epiphany. God’s glorious light to all nations, and yes,
even through you!
As Jesus’ Church this season, we should seek faithfulness in His work, remaining steadfast to His Word and
will. Pray earnestly that we can be individually and corporately faithful in that which follows God’s desire for
us and our lives. It will call for repentance in some cases, marvel in others, and bright sharing from us all.
So, arise and shine, and no matter what, do not forget God’s un-ending love for you.
Happy Epiphany!!
Isaiah 60:1-3
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.
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January 1, Lisa Morgan
January 3, Linda Faber
January 3, Tessa Wilson
January 4, Ashleigh Hoffman
January 4, Jeanne Peterson
January 6, Joy Simpson
January 8, Kay Arellano
January 9, Kim Starnes
January 11, Chris Morgan
January 14, Scott Hall
January 15, Laura Feagan
January 16, Peggy Lorenz
January 17, Rusty Hoffman

January 17, Robert Ratliff
January 17, Aden Vanderbush
January 18, Lyric Garlitz
January 18, Lindsey Gentry
January 19, Danny Joe Gumaer
January 21, Staci Ramsey
January 23, Kelly Deterding
January 24, Barbara Rushing
January 28, Bev King
January 29, Ted Pamperin
January 29, Loretta Parks
January 30, Sharon Johnston

January 13, David and Cassandra Cassity
January 14, Brett and Katie Faber
January 26, Bob and Mary Lou Riley

NEW ADDRESS:
Rodney and Jessica
Donahue
6300 Hyde Parkway
Amarillo, TX 79109

JANUARY'S SERVANTS
ALTAR SERVICE:

Kathy Franklin and Jan Harrison

ASSISTING MINISTER:

January 3: Forrest Edwards

GREETERS:

James and Janet Wuensche

KITCHEN HOSTESSES:

Barbara Merz and Annie Miller

OFFERING TELLERS:

Sue Huenergardt and Bob Watkins

ACOLYTES:
SUNDAY, January 3

Aden Vanderbush

SUNDAY, January 10

Ashleigh Hoffman

SUNDAY, January 17

Kendall Graham

SUNDAY, January 24

Colin Hoffman

SUNDAY, January 31

Asher Redd
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CONFIRMATION
CLASS
Junior Confirmation
classes
will resume
January 10th at
5:00 PM in
Pastor's Study.
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BRAILLE WORK
CENTER SCHEDULE
BRAILLE #1: Tuesday, January 19th, &Tuesday, January 26th at 9:00 A.M.
BRAILLE #2: Wednesday, January 13th & Wednesday, January 27th at 6:00 P.M.
BRAILLE MAKE-UP DAY: Thursday, January 28th at 9:00 A.M.

SPIRITUAL BOARD MEETING
will be January 13th, at 7:00 P.M.

INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS
The 2016 Church Council and
Spiritual Board will be installed at the
church service on Sunday, January
th
17 . Please make plans to attend. The
Church Council will meet in an open
forum immediately following the
service to hear any concerns or issues
that need to be brought forward to
the Council, where congregational
members are welcome to attend. The
Council will then meet in closed session
to work and discuss the “work” of the
congregation.
Our next

GAME DAY
is WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 20th
at 1:00 P.M.
in FELLOWSHIP
HALL.
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Solo
Lunch
Bunch
Are you a solo lady among the
pairs? We are a group of solo
(for various reasons)
ladies here at Christ Lutheran
that meet once a month for
lunch at a local restaurant.
Whether you are solo for a
short time or solo for a long
time, we would like to invite
you to join us on the second
Thursday of the month for
fun, fellowship, and food. This
month, we will meet on
January 14th at
The Crafthouse Gastropub
at 3131 34th St. at 11:30
A.M. Please let Sherry
Herzog know of your
interest so we can add you to
our reminder list.
(Phone: 806-787-9460;
email: Herzfluffy@aol.com)
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Thank you to every single person/family that took one of our
ANGELS in foster care and purchased such beautiful gifts for
these children. All 12 tables in Fellowship Hall, plus 3 large
tables were filled with the foster children and their foster
families. We had additional tables covered with food—12
huge trays of chicken nuggets and fruit were consumed plus a great
number of small bundt cakes. But the JOY on the faces of the children
were so special. For a few hours, they could just be "kids" and surround
themselves with people who cared in a safe environment. The foster
families had them dressed so cute, insisted that "thank you's" be said
and blessings extended. So, from our Upbring foster children and families, THANK YOU for opening your hearts to them! -Mary Lee Franklin

GOOD NEWS BIBLE STUDY
The Good News Bible Study will meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every
month at 1:00 P.M. in the southeast classroom. "The Vine Speaks" by
Cindy Steinbeck is our subject of study. It is a wonderfully written and
thought-provoking study. The author will be the main speaker for the
LWML convention to be held in Lubbock this coming summer.
All are welcome to come and enjoy. Thanks, Jackie Watkins

2016 FLOWER CHART
The new 2016 flower chart has been posted on the wall
in the Narthex. If you would like to honor someone special, celebrate a child, marriage, anniversary, or remember a loved one, please sign up EARLY to reserve the
date. At this time, flowers donors are especially needed
for the months of January and February. Flowers are
$44.00 per Sunday. You are welcome to take your flowers home following the Worship service.

REMOVAL OF CHRISTMAS
DECORATIONS
ALL LADIES . . . and MEN are
invited to help remove the Christmas trees
decorations on Wednesday, January 6, at
5:00 p.m. Following the cleanup, everyone is
invited to enjoy dinner (Dutch treat) together
at a local restaurant.
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NEW MEMBER'S
CLASS RESUMES
The New Member's
Class will resume
Sunday, January 10th,
following worship.
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LUTHERAN STUDENT CENTER (LSC) NEWS
The spring semester is rapidly approaching! If you would be interested in providing a Sunday evening meal during the spring semester, please let me know if you or your church group would like to
sign up for one or more of the following dates: Jan 24, Jan 31, Feb
7, Feb 14, Feb 21, Feb 28, Mar 6, Mar 20, Apr 3, Apr 10, Apr 17, Apr
24, May 1, May 8, May 15. Bible Study is at 5:30, meal at 6:00 and
fun and fellowship at 7:00.We can come pick up the food and deliver it to the Lutheran Student Center if you would prefer just to
cook, (or if you want to freeze something ahead of time, that would
work too). E-mail me at: monica_m_arellano@yahoo.com or call:
806-786-3445. Thank you!

KINDNESS COUNTS
• Make blankets or scarves for homeless people.
• Send a care package to someone who’s in college or the military.
• Collect coins for a charity or cause.
• When you can’t attend an event, give the tickets to strangers.
• Provide tutoring or mentoring in your field of expertise.
• Offer to babysit or pet-sit for free.
• Send a note of appreciation to someone who’s made a difference in your life.
• Share your gifts of music, reading or conversation at a nursing home.
• Donate old sports equipment to schools.
• Give someone the benefit of the doubt — maybe even a family member or yourself!

JOY SIMPSON IS TURNING 90!! My mom will be
90 years old in January, so my sister, Leslie, my
brother, Scott, and his wife, Milagros, and myself
are having an open house and card shower at
Mom and Dad's home for any friends who would
like to attend. No gifts please! Just your presence
or card would be gift enough! It will be come-andgo. Date: January 9th, Saturday, 1:30 - 3:30 pm, at 3414-75th St.
If you cannot attend, I know she would love a card from you. Thanks to
all our family at Christ who have been such a big part of my parents'
lives from 1971 until now! Vicki Sweetman.
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CROSSword Puzzle

You may need a King James Version of the Bible to complete this puzzle.
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CLC Kids’ Corner
Please pray for our children:
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us
with the joy and care of children. Give us calm strength
and patient wisdom that as they grow in years, we may
teach them to love whatever is just and true and good,
following the example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen
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LUBBOCK UPBRING (THE NEW LSS) ADVISORY BOARD NEWS
FOSTER KIDS (FIT) — Things are going pretty well. The Christmas party
with the Angel Tree was Saturday, Dec. 12 and it was good.
(HFF) HEALTH FOR FRIENDS — There were 117 clients screened in the clinic
during November. One other month this year, we saw this many people in
the clinic. Most of the outreach sites were also up with a total of over 600
people seen. There are 40 people enrolled in the glucose strip program and
36 showed up for their strips. We have distributed 296 boxes of glucose
strips and 40 glucometers this year. We received some extra funds for
prescription assistance and $1292 was used during November assisting 40
individuals. We will be able to update some of our educational materials
due to a $1000 grant from Superior Health. We were also blessed to
receive some funds from the Anderson Foundation. Plans are to move to
our new office space this Friday and be open on Monday. Please come visit
our new facility after we have time to get settled.
(NH) NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE — We are approaching the end of our
CEAP grant and so far, no news concerning 2016 funds. There is a new
staff at Community Development, so we are waiting for their notifications.
We have paid 4223 bills for just under $1,000,000. We gave out 100
Thanksgiving baskets with assistance from Redeemer Lutheran volunteers.
NH was blessed to receive funds from the Anderson Foundation for utilities
that allows us to help a few others. We are excited to be getting new lobby
chairs. We have previously had used chairs that were generously donated
by Christ that they no longer needed. An anonymous donor is giving us
the chairs. The dollar value of services that were distributed to 15,000 individuals is over $1,000,000 and we still have all of December to go. We
have not received any additional funds from the State this year. We still
are amazed and thankful to Parkhill, Smith & Cooper for the 2700 toothbrushes and 2400 tubes of toothpaste that they donated after our presentation last month.
FESTIVAL OF TREES —Held Dec. 4-5 at Grace Fellowship Hall in Slaton was
(Cont'd. on next page)
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a success. We had 21 decorated trees donated and lots of baked goods. All
trees and baked goods were sold for a total of $1700. Funds will go to
Neighborhood House, Health for Friends, and Foster Kids.
STATE BOARD — Our new representative on the State Board from this area is Wood Franklin.
SPRING FLING — This will be the 25th Annual Spring Fling on April 1, 2016
at the McKinzie-Merket Center on the Texas Tech campus.
Mark Minick, who has worked extensively with us through the years, is
leaving Upbring the 31st of December. We wish him well but he will be
greatly missed.
Mr. Glen Cochran was very complimentary of our Upbring programs. He
informed us that of the 23 agencies that have received multi-year funding
from United Way, that since 2001 only 5 agencies have received perfect
scores and our programs are one of the 5. We are very appreciative of our
staff and their diligence and stewardship.
NEXT MEETING — January 11, 2016 at 12 pm at Neighborhood House, 121213th St, Suite 102, Lubbock, TX. PLEASE COME as every congregation is
encouraged to have representatives present.
Epiphany, which comes from the Greek word
epiphaneia, means “an appearance” or “a revealing.”
Centuries ago, the church set aside January 6, the 12th
day after Christmas, to mark the revealing of Jesus as
Christ to the wise men, who were Gentiles. Jesus’ first
followers were Jewish, so the revelation of the divine
Christ to the non-Jewish magi reminds us that Jesus
came to earth to save the whole world. Symbols of Epiphany include
light, a star, a crown (or three crowns) and a globe or stylized portrayal of
the world. The color of Epiphany is green to symbolize life, growth, hope
and eternity. On the church calendar, the Epiphany season lasts until Ash
Wednesday, which is determined by the date of Easter.
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EDUCATION BOARD
The Education Board has been established and will hold it's first meeting
in early January. The Board consists of: Myron Trang, chair; Vicki Sweetman, Christian Growth; Rusty and Lori Hoffman, Youth; Tom Jackson,
Spiritual Board; with Jennifer Gumaer and Christi Hinson, regular members. Directors include: Betsy Fischer, PDO; Pat Robinson, Library; and a
VBS Director to be named. Ex Officio (non-voting) members are: Pastor
Vanderbush and Dr. Kelly Kensing. Please thank and support these
members for this important task.
This year, we will be doing an in-depth study based
on a Max Lucado book, He Chose the Nails. This study
is 15 sessions long. We will meet twice in
January on the 13th and 27th, from 10:00 A.M. to 11:30
A.M. In February, we will start meeting once a month
on the second Wednesday of each month through
May. Everyone is welcome. We will watch a couple of
videos that go with the study and we might occasionally listen to some
inspirational music that was especially written for this study.
Yours in Christ, Barbara Merz, 806-368-6489

A Good Start
He who fritters away the early morning, its
opportunity and freshness, in other pursuits
than seeking God will make poor headway
seeking him the rest of the day. If God is not
first in our thoughts and efforts in the morning,
he will be in the last place the remainder of the
day.
—E.M. Bounds
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CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423-1805

Phone: 806-799-0162
Fax: 806-799-2273
Website:
www.christ-lutheran.com
Email:
clcsec@christ-lutheran.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
10:15 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.

"Thank you to outgoing members of the 2015
Church Council, Spiritual board, and any other
committees for their service this last year."
-Kelly Kensing, 2016 Council President
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