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The Book of Concord: What is it?
The Smalcald Articles II
by Rev. Daniel Hinton

The last article in this series focused on the events and politics surrounding the writing and acceptance of the
Smalcald Articles. This article will focus on the actual contents of this important work. In three parts, Luther
discusses the Trinity and two natures of Christ, the Gospel and its abuse in the church, and then outlines the
major articles of the faith.

Part I
The first part, entitled The Divine Majesty, is the briefest of the three. It reiterates the teachings on God as
Triune, God as creator, Christ and the Holy Spirit as eternal and uncreated, Christ as being fully God and
fully man, and the facts of Christ’s conception by the Holy Spirit, birth through the Virgin Mary, His
suffering, death, resurrection, ascension, and His imminent return in judgment and glory. Since these facts,
as elucidated in the Historic creeds, had never been in dispute but were agreed upon between the Lutheran
Reformers and the Papists, there was no need to make a significant argument for their existence. At the same
time, these doctrines of the Trinity and Christ are so important that they must never go without saying. Thus,
Luther includes them at the very beginning of his writing. As with The Augsburg Confession, in any dispute
it is always helpful to establish points of agreement so that there is common ground from which to argue on
points of dispute.
Part II
It is in the second part of the Smalcald Articles that Luther begins to address the disputes between the Papists
and the Reformers. The title of this part simply summarizes the contents; The Articles That Refer to the Office
and Work of Jesus Christ; That Is, Our Redemption. In the first article of Part II, entitled The Divine Majesty,
Luther summarizes what it means according to Scripture that Christ is fully God and fully man, and what it
means that he died, rose, ascended, etc. for us. While there was full agreement on the contents of the historic
creeds, there was much dispute concerning what those contents mean. This article served to argue very
strongly for the position of the Reformers over and against that of the Papists. Luther here argues very strongly in favor of the Scriptural position that we are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. He
also emphasizes that under no circumstances could this article of faith be altered or surrendered. How we are
justified in Christ is the doctrine on which everything else taught by the Church stands or falls.
Continued on pg. 2
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The second article is on the Mass, which Luther calls the papacy’s “greatest and most horrible abomination.”
His harsh words here are not specifically against the term itself. Luther himself uses Mass in reference to the
service celebrated by the Evangelicals (those congregations who went with the Reformation), and the 24th
Article in both the Augsburg Confession and the Apology emphasize that the Reformers “do not abolish the
Mass” but that they preserve and defend its use. That said, while one may occasionally find Lutherans still
using the term Mass even today, most Lutherans have taken to using the term “Divine Service,” from the
German word Gottesdienst. This term is preferred by Lutherans for its emphasis on God serving His people in
the worship service.
In the article itself, Luther decries the fact that the Mass had become steeped in “popish idolatry.” The Roman
church’s theology taught that man’s performance of the act of the Mass itself was what justified someone (and
even could remove time from purgatory for those for whom a mass was celebrated) instead of the Mass being
a vehicle through which God served His people, pouring forth His grace and mercy in Word and Sacrament.
This was an important distinction as the Roman church’s view of the Mass was man-centered, while the
Reformers’ teaching concerning the Mass (the Divine Service) centered itself on God’s work for us. In fact,
Luther went so far as to say that it would be better to abandon the mass altogether than celebrate it in the
man-centered way practiced by the Papists. Some of the specific practices that were troubling were the
purchase of masses through which one could have time taken off of the purgatory of a departed loved one,
the celebration of private masses (where the priest only is present and the only one to receive the Sacrament),
pilgrimages to certain holy places (such as Rome or Jerusalem) in conjunction with participation in a mass,
the veneration of relics (alleged to be of saints or of things pertaining to Christ), indulgences earned in connection with the Mass, and the invocation of the saints in the Mass as opposed to only invoking Christ and/or the
Triune God.
The third article in Part II is concerning monasticism (cloisters of monks and nuns). It is important to note that
it does not condemn the vocation of monk or nun, but only the way that these vocations were being abused.
Luther speaks of the great potential of monasteries and convents to be places of education “for learned men
and virtuous women.” He speaks of how, if used properly, they could be restored to places that produce godly
servants for the Church. But he says it would be better to tear them down than leave them in their present state
of man-centeredness.
In the fourth article Luther zeroes in on the papacy itself. This article concedes that having a pope (one head
over the whole Church) in and of itself is not a bad thing. He concedes that such a hierarchy is beneficial for
the sake of having someone maintaining human order in such a large and complex organization. The objection
to the papacy is that since at least the 5th Century A.D. (arguably beginning with the assertions of Innocent I
followed later by Gelasius I) the papacy had claimed its authority to be divinely instituted; asserting that since
Peter was the first Bishop of Rome, and because it was to Peter that Jesus gives the Keys to the Kingdom
(Matthew 16), that the supreme authority over the whole Church is divinely seated in the Bishop of Rome,
who would come to be called the Pope, a word derived from the Italian and Latin words for “father”.
This false claim is one of many reasons for the eventual Great Schism (1054) when the Eastern Church splits
completely from the Western Church. There are many arguments against the claim of the papacy to have
divinely granted universal power.

Luther likens the illegitimate claim to power over the Church and world by the Pope to that of the dragon in
Revelation 12 who seeks to usurp the Christ and take the Church for himself.
Continued on pg. 3
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It is in this work that the Pope is first referred to as Antichrist on the basis that he claims for himself an authority belonging to Christ alone, declaring that only through obedience to him may one be saved.
Luther finishes this article by lamenting that, even if a council is convened where these issues could be brought
up for examination among representatives of the whole Church, this council would not receive the kind hearing that Augsburg did where the Emperor at least listened to them and encouraged representatives of the Pope
to listen also. (As noted in the previous article in this series, such a council never was convened, but another
council which excluded the Reformers was convened at Trent for the sole purpose of condemning the theology
of the Reformation – if you ever get a chance to read the Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent they are
truly horrifying.) It was clear to Luther that any council called would never listen to a word of their objections,
but only seek to condemn them and their Scripture centered arguments in favor of preserving the status quo
built on human-centered tradition. For both the Pope and most of the Bishops sought to preserve their own
power and authority with no regard to being of service to Christ and His people through the proclamation of
the true Gospel of Christ.
Part III
The third and final part of the Smalcald Articles is made up of fifteen articles which largely revisit and further
flesh out many of the arguments contained in the articles of the Augsburg Confession and the Apology. It was
considered important to revisit these matters in the event of any council being called because the disputes
concerning them since Augsburg had not been resolved in any way, and the only way to seek such resolution
was to keep bringing them back to the fore. Thus, Luther repeats and further clarifies the Reformers’ scriptural
positions on such matters as original sin, law & gospel, repentance, the Sacraments, ordination, the marriage of
priests, how one is justified, the Church, and others.
In addition to Martin Luther, forty-one other servants of the Church subscribed unconditionally to the
Smalcald Articles, and Philip Melanchthon also subscribed with the caveat that he would allow the Pope
authority over other bishops if the Pope would only allow the Gospel. Christ Lutheran and her pastor have
publicly subscribed to these articles as true expositions of Holy Scripture, which subscription is required to
become members of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.
The Smalcald Articles clearly demonstrate what it means to confess boldly and unambiguously what one has
come to know to be true from the Scriptures alone. Central to the Christian faith is the article on Justification
(Christ and faith), and thus no room for concession is made concerning that article. But in all other aspects of
teaching, including sin and the Sacraments, there is left room for discussion among any who are prepared to
engage these important topics on the basis of Scripture.
We are to confess boldly, but also humbly, continually striving towards agreement in our confession of faith
and unity within the Church. We do not create our own unity by conceding any ground to any teaching that
cannot be defended from Scripture, but we strive for unity by continuing to study the Scriptures and confess
the faith as drawn from them as clearly as possible. Our ultimate trust for unity ought always to be found in
Christ; knowing that while we likely won’t find full unity in doctrine in this life, the fullness of our unity in
Christ will be seen upon His return on the last day.
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February 1
February 1

Gary Franklin
Rudi Rushing

February 11
February 11

Adam Freeman
Carter Greenwood

February 2
February 2
February 3
February 5
February 6
February 6
February 7
February 8
February 9

Ben Kensing
Sharon Trang
Renee Rittiluechai
Ken Schoppa
K.T. Kothmann
Asher Redd
Calvin Lemon
Sally Jarrett
Austin Baxter

February 11
February 12
February 14
February 15
February 19
February 21
February 21
February 26
February 27

Pam Kennedy
James Holland
Han Ratliff
Sherry Odorizzi
Monica Arellano
Emily Howdeshell
Joseph Lorenz-Tucker
Ethan Morgan
Kelly Kensing

February 10

Joyce Kuhl

February 29

Charlie Ray Hunsucker

Happy Anniversary!
February 6
February 12

Danny and Roxie Sammons
Jack and Becky Meeks

T SERVING IN FEBRUARY T
ALTAR

Amber Slater

KITCHEN HOSTESS

Annie Miller

GREETER

Roxie Sammons

TELLER

Marolyn Rinne

ASSISTING MINISTER

Robert Ratliff
2/3: Colin Hoffman
2/10: Kendall Graham
2/17: Haylee Morgan
2/24: Liam Meeks
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The Lutheran Student Center hosts SupperOn-Sundays each week during the semester,
beginning with a bible study at 5:00 p.m. &
followed by a meal at 6:00 p.m. On January
20th, the Lutheran Student Fellowship began
a study of Luther’s teachings on the Two
Realms and how it can inform the Christian’s
interaction with the society in which we live
today. To guide that discussion, we are using
Dr. Joel Biermann’s book, Wholly Citizens.
Given the current state of public/political
discourse in America, this is a timely and
necessary study. The Supper-On-Sunday
meals are provided by local volunteers from
area congregations and their various small
groups. The Lutheran Student Center is an
outreach ministry of all of the Lutheran
churches in the Lubbock county area. The
continued support of all of our area
congregations is vital to the success
of this ministry. We can’t do it without you.
We are currently seeking hosts for the Spring
Semester meals. If anyone is interested in
helping provide a meal for the students,
please contact your church administrator to
sign up for available dates. The Student
Center is located at 2615 19th Street.
Email: lsclubbock@gmail.com.
Phone: 806-763-3644.
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by Pat Robinson, CLC Librarian

Five Centuries: The Wends and the Reformation (Concordia University Press)
Ken and Candy Schoppa have donated a very special book to our library, and Candy has favored us with
her own personal “foreword,” introducing the Wendish culture and history to those of us who might not be
familiar with it:

“The Wends are a minority culture that originally lived in southeast
Germany. They had their own language and customs and after dealing
with religious persecution some of them decided to move to the United
States or Australia. The Wendish community of Texas was founded in the
early 1900's by thirteen Lutheran congregations in central Texas, the
majority membership of which had Wendish ancestry.
The stories in this book tell of struggles that the Wendish people went
through when migrating to the United States as well as Australia. Thanks
to this book, we have for the first time a study that surveys the 500 years
of Wendish Lutheranism from the time of the Reformation to the present.
Some Wendish names that our congregation may be familiar with include
(to name only a few): Kieschnick, Kiesling, Kohl, Kubitz, Lorenz, Patschke,
Schneider, Schoppa, Teinert, Wuensche.”
Thank you, Candy, for sharing the rich heritage you and your family enjoy!

Your acts of kindness towards our beloved Mother, Nora Tipton, were a tremendous
blessing to both her and all of us. She loved you and her Church family, and spoke
about all her Church friends often. Thank you for all of your extraordinary efforts in
bringing such joy to her. Please share our gratitude with the many Church friends who
were a part of the outreach. We are all so grateful for the love you showed.

—Nancy and Greg Garrett, Houston, and Hope; Susan and Tommy Hines and Thomas;
Joe and Carrie Tipton, Anne and Markus; John Tipton

……………

……………...

…………..…

………………

……………
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Church Council Notes by Tom Zachman, CLC President
The Council met Tuesday, January 15th.
Pastor Hinton announced Jenny Demaray’s resignation as church secretary, effective the
end of January. She is leaving for a full-time position with benefits. We certainly wish her well in her new job.
If anyone in the church is interested in that position, please contact Pastor, Phillip Guengerich, or myself. We
are in the process of identifying candidates to replace her.
We are still seeking adults to provide child care in the nursery during the Sunday School hour. Please prayerfully consider this service to others to allow young families with small children to attend Bible class. If you
have questions or interest, please contact Phillip Guengerich or myself.
As mentioned in the last month’s newsletter, we will hold the first of four congregational meetings this year
on Sunday, February 24. There will be a potluck lunch immediately after church held in conjunction with the
congregational meeting. The meeting will include a financial report, a report from the Pastor and the church
committees, and a vote on matters that need congregational approval. We will also have time for input from
the congregation on matters of importance.
Tom Zachman
thomaszachman@yahoo.com
281-455-8010

Dear Christ Lutheran Church family,
My last day of work at Christ Lutheran is January 31, 2019. I have enjoyed working
for you as the part-time secretary these past 4 ½ years. I have learned so much and I have
made many lifelong friendships. Thank you for your support and encouragement through
the years—it has meant so much! I am very grateful for this experience. I will miss you
very much, but hope to keep in touch with you on Facebook and via email.
I now look forward to a full-time position that brings forth new challenges and adds more diverse experience
to my career. I wish you and Pastor Hinton the best in 2019 and beyond.
Again, thank you for the wonderful opportunity.
God Bless You!
In Christ,
Jenny Demaray
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by Candy Schoppa

Our first Upbring meeting of the year was held January 14, 2019. Foster Kids has 48 children in care and 13
licensed homes. There are 17 new homes in the process of being licensed. The office is moving to a new
location at 6847 82nd, Suite 102. There will be an open house once they are settled and everyone will be
invited to attend.
Health for Friends is continuing to serve people with health problems, especially diabetics. In December,
there weren’t as many clients seen due to weather, holidays, etc. Soon we will know the amount that United
Way has allocated for the clinic in 2019.
Neighborhood House had a banner year in 2018. Over 19,00 people were served, totaling just under
$1,500,000. Funds are paid through grants. NEEDS for Neighborhood House: powdered detergent,
preferably in the extra-large tubs, deodorant, and hair brushes. They are short on storage space, so clothes are
not needed at this time. Soon you will be able to purchase needed items for the Upbring programs on the web
at Upbring Store. Watch for shop.upbring.org.

Our Upbring CEO, Kurt Senske, is retiring December 31, 2019.
Cocktails That Give Back, sponsored by Upbring and the Texas Tech Club, will be held February 7th, 5:307:30 p.m. at the Texas Tech Club. Questions or to RSVP: contact Christie Gaderson at events@upbring.org.
Spring Fling 2019 will be April 5, 2019 at the McKenzie-Merket Center on the Tech campus. Christie
Gaderson, of the Austin Upring office, will be assisting us this year.
Our first lunch with Waters Elementary students was Tuesday, January 15, 2019. We are looking forward to
meeting new students over the next few months and next school year.
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Good News Bible Study

February 6th and February 27th at 1:00 p.m.

Spiritual Board Meeting

Solo Lunch Bunch

Thursday, February 14th at 11:30 a.m. at
Razzoo’s Cajun Café (4805 S. Loop 289)

Game Day

Tuesday, February 12th, 5:30 p.m.

February 20th, 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday Morning
Bible Study

Potluck Lunch &
Congregational Meeting

Wednesday, February 13th, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Sunday, February 24th, following Worship

Join Christ Lutheran
Church for Christian
Education Night
each Wednesday!
5:30 p.m. - Bible history with Susan Rowe
School age children who are not yet ready for Catechesis are invited to attend this class.

5:30 p.m. - Ready for Catechesis
This class is for active members who intend to undergo the Rite of Confirmation to become communicant
members at Christ Lutheran. Catechumens will review the Bible, study Luther's Small Catechism, and learn
basic skills and concepts of Christian prayer and worship. Books and materials will be provided. Contact
Pastor Hinton to enroll.

6:30 p.m. - A study of C. S. Lewis' The Screwtape Letters
The Screwtape Letters - an eternal struggle between the forces of good and evil.
The Screwtape Letters comprises 31 letters written by a senior demon named Screwtape
to his nephew, Wormwood (named after a star in Revelation), a younger and lessexperienced demon, charged with guiding a man (called "the patient") toward "Our
Father Below" (Devil / Satan) from "the Enemy" (Jesus).
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CLC Kids’ Corner
Please pray for our children:
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us with the
joy and care of children. Give us calm strength and patient
wisdom that as they grow in years, we may teach them to love
whatever is just and true and good, following the
example of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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† CROSSword Puzzle †

You may need a King James Version of the Bible to complete this puzzle.
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CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423-1805
Pastor
Rev. Daniel A. Hinton
Phone: 806-799-0162
Fax: 806-799-2273
Website:
www.christ-lutheran.com
Email:
clcsec@christ-lutheran.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
10:15 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Holy Communion is celebrated every Lord’s Day.

Got love?
Love asks nothing in return but seeks
those who need it. And who needs
our love more than those who are
consumed with hatred and are utterly
devoid of love?
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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