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Christ Lutheran Church
Mission Statement: Christ Lutheran Church exists to
“...continue to Share the Good News of Jesus Christ with
members, community & the world.”
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The Clarion

On Calling a Pastor: who, what, where, when and how?
Calling a pastor is a big deal. Congregations often go into the Call process with quite a bit of nervousness and fear,
coupled with some bit of excitement. This is only natural. Calling a new pastor is a force of change, and we in the
Church don’t like change! We fear it. However, when we take the First Commandment serious, that we are to have no
other gods before the One True God, and understand that it means that we are to fear, love and trust in God above all
things, it helps keep the perspective that God is in control. He will Call, through His church, and place His man exactly
where He wants Him, and provide for His church the gifts He intends to give them through the ministry of Word and
Sacraments.
Part of the church’s fear is finding the right pastor. Remember, God knows the address of every pastor, and yours,
too! In Acts 17:26, Paul is preaching at the Areopagus, and he says “And [God] made from one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling
place.” Yep, God gives us our when and our where. In terms of pastors, He may also give specific assignment for the
nature of the call, such as when God would send His prophets to a particular people, e.g. Jonah to Ninevah, or His
apostles’ to a specific town or for a particular reason. God made us and knows the gifts that He has imparted to us for
the building up of His people. (Ephesians 4 & 1 Corinthians 3) And so God has in mind who He wants where and
when. Since September, 2015, God has had me serve Him at Christ Lutheran Church as your Interim Pastor. My gifts,
your gifts, God's presence, His Word and Sacraments, and countless other markers have all worked together for the
sake of God’s intentions for this interim, that we may focus on Christ as Lord of His Church. But interims are meant to
be interims. God will soon provide a new man of His choosing to fill the Office of Holy Ministry in a regular way, and
when He does He will send me elsewhere. His will be done alone!
But how will God do this? God uses means. As God uses the Church to bear the Word to the nations that all may call
upon Him, He uses His Church to Call servants for various forms of service in the ministry. He will use YOU, as Christ
Lutheran congregation, to work together with the Texas District in order to identify men best fit for filling the Office of
Holy Ministry. Your Call Committee will fulfill a very high calling as they help the church understand its needs and narrow the results of candidates. The congregation will then have the opportunity to decide, and usually this comes by a
vote, and Christ Lutheran’s Constitution and Bylaws call for such a vote by secret ballot. Interestingly, in order to
replace Judas, the church narrowed it down to two options, Barsabbas and Matthias. They then entrusted the decision
to the Lord. “And they prayed and said, ‘You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have
chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’ And
they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.” (Acts 1:24-26)
He was the right one for the job. God gave Matthias his when and where to be a blessing to His people.
God loves us. Fearing, loving and trusting God above all things we rest assured that He has all of our needs taken
care of. He has this. His man will be revealed in the proper time. I urge you to pray. Pray for the church. Pray for your
future pastor and his family. Pray for your Call Committee. Pray for all of your church leaders. Pray for Pastor Hiner,
your Circuit Visitor, and pray for President Hennings of the Texas District, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Entrust
this process to the Lord. And finally, rejoice! Because this is a big deal, and you get to be a part of God giving a
blessing to His church. You’ll know soon enough.
Soli Deo Gloria
Pastor Vanderbush
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Happy Birthday!

Happy
Anniversary!

February

Name

1

Gary Franklin

1

Mary Lee Franklin

February 6

Danny and Roxie Sammons

1

Rudi Rushing

February 12

Jack and Rebecca Meeks

2

Ben Kensing

February 14

Gary and Carolyn McCaleb

2

Sharon Trang

February 14

Weldon and Dena Spears

3

Renee Rittiluechai

5

Ken Schoppa

6

Shane Gentry

6

K.T. Kothmann

6

Asher Redd

7

Forrest Edwards

7

Calvin Lemon

8

Sally Jarrett

9

Austin Baxter

10

Joyce Kuhl

11

Adam Freeman

11

Carter Greenwood

11

Pam Kennedy

12

James Holland

14

Han Ratliff

15

Sherry Odorizzi

16

Eunice Korinek

18

Wanda Seaberg

19

Monica Arellano

20

Debbie Hedgcoth

21

Emily Howdeshell

21

Joseph Lorenz

22

Ryan Hedgcoth

26

Ethan Morgan

27

Kelly Kensing

28

Jacob Holland

29

Charlie Ray Hunsucker
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February's
Servants
ALTAR SERVICE
Christi Hinson

ASSISTING MINISTER
February 5 &12: Alfred Lingnau

TELLERS
Mike Bunyard and Stephanie Weiss

GREETERS
Gary & Sherry Odorizzi

KITCHEN HOSTESSES
Barbara Merz & Annie Miller

ACOLYTES

February 5:
February 12:
February 19:
February 26:

Joseph Lorenz
Haylee Morgan
Colin Hoffman
Liam Meeks
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BRAILLE CENTER #148
Braille #1

February 14th and 21st at 9:00 am

Braille #2

Solo
Lunch Bunch
Tuesday, February 9th
11:30 am, at BJ’s (4805 S. Loop 289)

February 8th and 22nd at 6:00 pm

Make-up Session

February 23 at 9:00 am
rd

COUNCIL MEETING
Sunday, February 12th, following worship

SPIRITUAL BOARD MEETING
WEDNESDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday, February 8th, from
10:00-11:30 am.
We will continue our study on
“He Chose the Nails.”

Tuesday, February 7th at 5:30 pm

GAME DAY
Join us for food, fun games,
and a time for fellowship.
Wednesday, February 15th, 1:00 pm
in Fellowship Hall. All ages are welcome!

GOOD NEWS BIBLE STUDY
The Good News Bible Study will meet every Tuesday at 1:00 PM in the large southeast classroom. We are reviewing Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book, Life Together – The Classic Exploration of
Faith in Community. Our goal is to explore Bonhoeffer’s contentions regarding Christian relationships and developing unity through fellowship in contrast to worldly values. Come join us!
For questions call Jackie Watkins, 793-5698, or Myron Trang, 748-0893.
Come on out to hear Lubbock Concert Band's performance, "They Went
Thataway"! Listen for those horses galloping as you traverse through the Wild
West, with themed selections such as The Cowboys, Shenandoah, and Heartland Sketches. Join us on February 3rd at the American Wind Power Center and
Museum, 1701 Canyon Lake Dr for this free concert. For more information, visit
lubbockconcertband.com, or contact John Keinath.

MEET YOUR ELDER AND POTLUCK LUNCH
Sunday, February 19th, we will have a church-wide potluck lunch following worship.
Join us for this special time of fellowship and a great opportunity to get to know your elders.
Please bring a dish to share.
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FROM THE LIBRARY
by Pat Robinson, CLC Librarian

Speaking of U.S. Presidents—
The Bulletproof George Washington by David Barton
In a July 9, 1755 battle during the French and Indian War, the 23-year-old
Colonel Washington rode back and forth on the battlefield, delivering
General Braddock’s orders to the troops. He found himself in great danger, because the Indians specifically targeted officers. Washington was
the only officer on horseback not shot down. The account of God’s
miraculous care of Washington and Washington’s open gratitude for
divine intervention could be found in many students’ textbooks until 1934.
A Spiritual Heritage by David Barton
This book takes the reader on a spiritual heritage of the U.S. Capitol—
beautifully illustrated and presented.

THE 4TH QUARTER
FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE
IN THE BOX IN THE NARTHEX.

DONUT SIGN-UP
Who doesn’t love a fresh,
delicious donut on Sunday
mornings? We have some very generous members who continue to sign up. Let’s give them a
break! We would love to have more people sign
up to bring 3 dozen donuts on a Sunday throughout the year. Please locate the sign-up sheet in
the kitchen. Thank you!
HAVE YOU MISPLACED YOUR
BIBLE, GLOVES, SUNGLASSES,
TOYS, OR JEWELRY? CALL THE
OFFICE TO SEE IF WE MAY
HAVE YOUR ITEMS IN THE
LOST~AND~FOUND.
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LUTHERAN STUDENT
CENTER
The spring semester is right
around the corner! If you would
be interested in providing a Sunday evening meal during this
semester, please let me know if
you or your church group would
like to sign up for one or more of
the following dates: Feb 12, Feb.
19, Feb. 26, Mar. 5, Mar. 26, Apr. 2,
Apr 9, Apr. 23, Apr. 30, May 7, May
14. We can come pick up the food
and deliver it to the Lutheran Student Center if you would prefer
just to cook, (or if you want to
freeze something ahead of time,
that would work too). E-mail me at

monica_m_arellano@yahoo.com
or call 806-786-3445. Thank you!
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UNLOCKING THE MYSTERIES OF GENESIS
Dates: Feb 9, 2017 - Feb 11, 2017

Dr. John MacArthur, Dr. Henry Morris III, Col. Jeffrey Williams, Dr. Jason Lisle, Dr. Tim Clarey, Dr. Jake
Hebert, and Mr. Brian Thomas will be speaking on biblical creation at the Unlocking the Mysteries of
Genesis Conference at the Rip Griffin Center at Lubbock Christian University in Lubbock, TX
Location:
Rip Griffin Center
Lubbock Christian University
5502 26th Street
Lubbock, TX 79407
Schedule:
Thursday, February, 9, 2017:
4:00 p.m. – Fossil Walk for All Ages
6:00 p.m. – Fossil Walk for All Ages
7:30 p.m. – Brian Thomas Discovering Dinosaurs
Friday, February 10, 2017:
9:00 a.m. – Fossil Walk for Children (K-6th grade)
11:00 a.m. – Fossil Walk for Youth (7-12th grade)
1:00 p.m. – Fossil Walk for All Ages
4:00 p.m. – Fossil Walk for All Ages
5:00 p.m. – Registration and Check-in
6:00 p.m. – Welcome and Worship
6:20 p.m. – Dr. John MacArthur Battle for the Beginning
7:10 p.m. – Dr. Henry Morris III Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis
8:00 p.m. – Break
8:15 p.m. – Col. Jeffrey Williams The Work of His Hands
Saturday, February 11, 2017:
9:00 a.m. – Dr. Tim Clarey Creation Basics: A Recent Global Flood
10:00 a.m. – Dr. Jason Lisle Astronomy Reveals Creation
10:50 a.m. – Break
11:15 a.m. – Dr. Jake Hebert What You Haven’t Been Told about Radioisotope Dating
12:00 p.m. – Lunch break
1:00 p.m. – Dr. Tim Clarey Uncovering the Truth about Dinosaurs
2:00 p.m. – Break
2:15 p.m. – Dr. Jason Lisle The Ultimate Proof of Creation
3:00 p.m. – Q & A with speakers
For information, please visit Unlockgenesis.com or call (214) 615-8339.

5

Volume 20, Issue 2

CALL PROCESS UPDATE….
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COUNCIL NOTES
The council met Sunday, Jan. 22nd. The Treasurer’s Report for the completion of 2016 reported a “net
gain” of ~ $39,000 for income vs. expenses. This excludes the cost of the parking lot, but that cost has
been paid in full including a temporary loan with the Church Extension Fund.
The Self-Study Committee is chaired by Robert Ratliff and has started the process of data collection,
developing a pastoral profile, congregational survey, etc. leading to the eventual extending a call for the
office of Pastor of Christ Lutheran Church. This process will be ongoing in the next several months. The
members of that committee include: John Keinath, Donna Weaver, Jared Cookston, Lisa Morgan, Mike
Bunyard, Jennifer Gumaer, and Robert Ratliff. The committee will be communicating with the congregation regarding this process and we anticipate that this committee will evolve into the Call Committee. If
there are questions regarding this process, please direct them to Mr. Ratliff or a member of this committee.
The office of Community Relations Director on the council has not been filled. The council agreed to assign the responsibilities of that position to Joyce Kuhl on a temporary basis for 2017. Joyce is agreeable
to incorporating this position into her responsibilities as Community Outreach Director. If an individual
comes forward with interest in this unfilled position, then the above responsibilities could be reassigned.
If interested in this position, please contact Kelly Kensing (President) or Chris Morgan (Vice President).
The office of Stewardship Director has also not been filled. This historically is a position where the major
responsibility is development of a church budget for the next calendar year. We are blessed with talented individuals in Sherry Herzog (Treasurer), Brad Larson (temporary Business Manager appointed by
the council, effective 10-1-16), and Caitlin Carlisle (Financial Secretary), who have collectively become
our unofficial Finance Committee, and probably can best and most easily develop a church budget in
the future. Therefore, the Stewardship position might be most helpful in developing and nurturing other
aspects of stewardship within the church, such as individual abilities and interests (talents) and somehow better knowing and growing the congregation. You might envision this position working closely with
the Spiritual Board, Pastor, Christian Growth/Education, and Outreach as well as the Council as a
whole. We would certainly welcome the congregation’s opinions regarding those responsibilities. Again,
if someone feels called to this position or might want to talk about if further, please contact Kelly or
Chris.

FYI --- Ash Wednesday is March 1st
Holy Week begins April 9th (Palm Sunday) to April 16th (Easter Sunday)
The next Council meeting is Sunday, Feb. 12th following worship (so as not to conflict with Feb. 19th --see below).
MEET YOUR ELDER AND POTLUCK LUNCH --- Sunday, Feb. 19th
Kelly Kensing, President
kkensing@ldda.com
806.786.4108
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH
WILL YOU HELP? by Joyce Kuhl
I have a new friend and recent visitor to Church who needs transportation to and from Worship on
Sundays, and she would also like to attend Game Day. I’ve been picking her up for Church and taking her
home, and several of you ladies have been sitting with her during the service (I’m VERY grateful for
that!). Bad weather and holidays have precluded me getting her to Game Day, but I know she’d be SO
grateful if some of you who regularly attend that would invite her to join you. If you’ve not met her,
she’s a delightful person who has lived a few more years than some of us, a few less than others. She
lives in a small assisted living facility less than two miles from Church and would be “right on the way”
for at least some of you. Having taken on additional responsibilities as Choir Accompanist, I’d have to
pick her up quite early which would mean a long time for her sitting in the sanctuary before Church
starts; other responsibilities also often preclude me leaving immediately after the service. If you’d like
more information or to let me know you’ll help, please contact me at JoyceK210@sbcglobal.net, 806799-5811 (home), or 806-787-1798 (cell). I’m waiting for your call or email.

THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE IS ALIVE AND WELL
by Joyce Kuhl, Community Outreach Director
Special thanks to Sherry Herzog, Lisa Morgan, and Sharon Trang for agreeing to serve on the Missions
Committee. During our first meeting in early January, we charted an initial plan of action for the year and
brainstormed possibilities to share time, talent, and resources with some in our community who need
help.
Priority will be given to organizations that provide Christ-centered assistance or activities and have little
or no access to governmental grants or other major financial support. Some agencies currently being
researched provide help for the homeless, prison ministries, support for people with unplanned pregnancies, and similar activities. Ideally, small (or large) groups of our members and friends would provide
hands-on assistance along with the funds provided by Christ Lutheran Church. For example, a group of
volunteers could use the funds to purchase food for the South Plains Food Bank and then spend some
time helping them pack food boxes. Similarly, a group could use the funds to purchase items for Neighborhood House Thanksgiving baskets and then help pack and distribute the baskets. Another possibility
that would not even involve funds would be for a group to help serve a meal at an agency such as St.
Benedict’s. Put on your thinking caps and I’ll bet you can come up with a plan, and then let us know.
What a great way to share God’s love and invite new people to come worship and grow in The Word
with us. The needs are so great right in our back yard!
If you have a specific agency you’d like us to consider, please provide us:
Name, address, and mission of the organization.
Number of people served annually, and sources of support.
Any other information you can provide to help us be good stewards of God’s money entrusted to
our care.
There may be needs that could be addressed (and Thrivent Action Team funds added) if they meet
Thrivent criteria (you may contact Debbie Hedgcoth (806-786-6116, or debbie.hedgcoth@gmail.com) for
that information. If that’s the case, please include the information in your requestWe plan to meet in
early March to prioritize the first quarter distribution and would like to have your requests by February
(Cont’d. on pg. 9)
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25th. You may email them to JoyceK210@sbcglobal.net , mail them to me at 5601 Orlando Ave, Lubbock
TX 79413, or hand them to me at Church.
Finally, I’ll share with you Matthew 25:31-40:
“The Final Judgment”
31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious
throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats
on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked
and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the
righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And
when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to
you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ ”

COMMUNITY RELATIONS
LUBBOCK UPBRING ADVISORY BOARD by Joyce Kuhl
Since the Community Relations position remains unfilled, I represented Christ Lutheran Church at the
January Upbring Advisory Board. The minutes of the meeting are posted on the Community Bulletin
Board in the Fellowship Hall if you’re interested in seeing statistics and an overview of the programs for
Foster in Texas, Health for Friends, and Neighborhood House. The 26th Annual Spring Fling will be held
at the McKenzie-Merket Center on the Texas Tech campus (same place as last year), on April 28, 2017.
Debbie Hedgcoth is our representative on the Spring Fling committee – if you have questions about our
involvement, you may contact her at 806-786-6116, or debbie.hedgcoth@gmail.com.

Hospice of Lubbock
16-hour Direct Patient
Volunteer Training
Friday, February 10 6-10p.m.
Saturday, February 11 8am-4pm
Sunday, February 12 1-5pm
(All sessions required)
For more information or to register,
please contact Cheryl at 795-2715
Cheryl Presley
Volunteer Services Coordinator
Hospice of Lubbock

Phone: 806-795-2751
cpresley@covhs.org
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The Texas Association of Developing Colleges (TADC) is administrator of the
TADC Urban Scholarship Fund (USF) which provides OVER $450,000 in
FREE scholarship dollars annually to urban high school graduates who are
low-income full-time college students attending not-for-profit 2-year community college and/or trade institutions or 4-year private or public institutions.
Our application period opens on March 1, 2017 and the application will
be available on our website at www.txadc.org. Please save the date and
share this opportunity for students in your communities and congregations
to be awardees of these funds. We welcome any questions to
janice.jackson@txadc.org or by telephone to our office at 214.630.2511.
Thank you.
Regards,

Barbara Hawkins
Executive Director
The Texas Association of Developing Colleges / TADC
1140 Empire Central Drive, Suite 550
Dallas, TX 75247
214.630.2511 office
214.631.2030 fax | www.txadc.org |
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/txadc/
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CLC Kids’ Corner
Please pray for our children:
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us
with the joy and care of children. Give us calm strength
and patient wisdom that as they grow in years, we may
teach them to love whatever is just and true and good,
following the example of our Savior,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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CROSSword Puzzle

You may need a King James Version of the Bible to complete this puzzle.
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LCMS Stewardship Ministry
We’ve all heard that stewardship is giving to the church of our time, talents, and treasure. This
alliterative trinity helps us see that giving is not just about money, but about our whole lives. For
God has given us everything we have and enjoy as we confess in the meaning to the First Article of
the Apostle’s Creed. And what we confess first among those is that God gives us “our body and
soul, our eyes, ears, and all our members, our reason and all our senses.” Only then do we confess
that he gives us material things. Thus the time, talents, and treasure trinity places before our eyes
the fact that we are to give something of all of these things toward the mission of the church in
thanksgiving for what God has provided. For everything we have and indeed everything we are
comes from God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy.
The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when we replace one little word with another little
word—when we replace the word and with the word or. It is always written with the and, but when
we read it, we read it with the or. Thus this quite helpful trinity, which extolled that everything that we
have and are is a gift from God and which is to be pressed into the service of God in His church,
turns into a trinity that we can pick and choose which of the trinity we use into the service of God.
The giving of our time, talents, and treasure turns into the giving of our time, talents, or treasure.
Then the question arises: Can we give of our time and talents instead of our treasures? Or perhaps
it is the other way round: Can we give our treasure and not of our time and our talents? But these
are the wrong questions. The right question is, can we give of our time and our talents in addition to
our treasure? Yes, indeed, we are called to give of all three. The things that God gives us are not to
be pitted against one another. They are given to us and we are to press them all into God’s service
for benefit of His church and our neighbors in need.
Thus we give all three. We give our treasure in the form of a generous, first-fruits, proportion of our
income. We give of our time in generosity for the benefit of Christ’s holy church. We give of our
talents in the same manner. Since God gave us all these things, we are called to give generously of
all these things in faith toward Him and in fervent love to our neighbors.
For God has provided all these things to us. Out of His fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, He
gives us each time, talents, AND treasures as a means to bless those around us. We serve our
neighbors with these things, blessing them with the blessings in which God has blessed us. We give
of our time, talents, and treasures to our families, our society, and to our church, our local
congregations. And we do this because we know that we are not our own. Rather, we belong to
God. We have been bought with a price—with the holy precious blood and innocent suffering and
death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He gave everything—His time, His talents, and His treasure,—to
have us as His own and to live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness. We have these things as gifts and blessings from God. Let us
then press them all into service for the sake of His love—time, talents, and treasures together.
Bulletin sentences and newsletter articles are archived, and visit lcms.org/stewardship to learn more about LCMS’ Stewardship Ministry.
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CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423-1805
Interim Pastor
Neil Vanderbush
Phone: 806-799-0162
Fax: 806-799-2273
Website:
www.christ-lutheran.com
Email:
clcsec@christ-lutheran.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
10:15 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.

“Christianity is not about doing.

It’s about being.
Who are you in Christ?
You are set free. You are beloved.
You are a dear child, adopted.
You have everything in Christ.
You lack nothing.

It’s about being.”
Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison

Life 360°
14

lcms.org/life
Volume 20, Issue 2

