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Mission Statement: Christ Lutheran Church exists to
“...continue to Share the Good News of Jesus Christ with
members, community & the world.”

Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat,
please put a penny in the old man's hat.
If you han't a penny, a half-penny will do,
if you han't a half-penny, then God bless you.
I don't know why that old poem came to me
this morning, perhaps it was due to the fact
that I was looking at and planning for the
services to come during these next four weeks.
Advent begins with the first Sunday of Advent
on December 3. It is four weeks when we
prepare for the coming of the Christ Child as
the Babe in Bethlehem. It is a time when we
also think of the future, when Christ will come
in judgement as King. Advent is a time of
preparation, a time for getting ready. But why?
Aren't we always ready? Aren't we people who
have been given the assurance of our salvation
in the gifts which God has given us in Word
and Sacraments? These are the gifts which God
gives to us so graciously and without any merit
or worthiness on our part.

the adoption of heirs of the Kingdom of God.
God gave us the greatest gift of all.
As we prepare for this Holy Day, may we be
filled with the joy and peace which come
from knowing that we are the recipients of
the greatest gift of all, the gift of eternal life
through Christ Jesus.
Sure, it is good to celebrate with family and
friends. Sure, it is fun to give and receive
earthly gifts. It is good to anticipate and look
forward to the coming events, the parties, the
gatherings, the songs, the gladness, the holiday cheer.
But because of the greatest gift of all, we
know what we have already have in store for
the future, the Gift of God's Grace, Mercy and
Peace.

A Blessed Christmas to you all.
Pastor Abel

All around us we see and hear of people
making preparations, and we probably do also.
We plan for the visits of family. We plan for
the special day when gifts are exchanged. We
look forward to the gifts and love which are
given and shared at Christmas. But we, as
members of the Body of Christ, remember the
greatest gift of all; that God sent His Son, made
of a woman, made under the law to redeem us
who are under the law so that we might receive
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DECEMBER’S
SERVANTS
ALTAR SERVICE
Sue Huenergardt

ASSISTING MINISTER
Robert Ratliff

KITCHEN HOSTESSES

Barbara Merz and Annie Miller

GREETER

Sue Huenergardt

ACOLYTES

BRAILLE CENTER #148
All Braille groups will not meet this month.
Have a very Merry Christmas!
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MESSIAH SING ALONG & LOCKLAIR GLORIA
The Christmas season is approaching and a beautiful tribute was
composed by Handel in his beloved and often performed "Messiah.”
Please come join the Lubbock Chorale (and orchestral musicians)
in singing selections from the Christmas portion (along with the
Hallelujah Chorus!) in a Messiah Sing Along on Friday, December
8th at 7:30 pm in Texas Tech's Hemmle Recital Hall. Music scores
will be provided at the door. If you don't sing, please come and
enjoy being surrounded by beautiful music! Tickets are available at
Select-A-Seat or by calling 806-770-2000. Tickets will also be
available at the door. If you have any questions, please contact Susan
San Francisco (susan.san-francisco@ttu.edu) or 806-798-1144.

CALL PROCESS

A little peanut is on her way,
lets celebrate before the big day!

The Call Committee has sent a
letter to the Texas District
requesting a new Call list of
potential candidates.
Information will be available
once we receive it.

Everyone is invited to a baby shower honoring

Charlee and Brooks
Jennings
as they await the arrival of Baby Delilah.
Saturday December 2, 2017
2:00-4:00 pm
Christ Lutheran Church
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423
Registries at Babies “R” Us & Target

3

"A man must not deny his manifest abilities,
for that is to evade his obligations."
- William Feather
Each person reading this is a unique human
being. In addition to having different life
experiences, people are also wired differently...some like to plan, some like to accomplish detailed work, others like to organize
and lead the team, while others thrive in
getting the job done!
Regardless of what your strengths and/or
resources are, if you're not using them to
benefit others (at home, at work, in your
community, in your church, and in your
relationships), then you are "evading your
obligations!" Each person can do something
to help others! Are you doing your share?
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A Note from the
Treasurer…

Good News Bible Study
This month, we will only meet December 5th and
12th at 1:00 pm in the southeast classroom of
church. For more information, contact Jackie
Watkins at 806-793-5698.

Anyone with an outstanding reimbursement
should have them turned in by December 17th
to allow time for approval and recording in
the 2017 budget period.
Thanks, Sherry Herzog, CLC Treasurer

Solo Lunch Bunch
Thursday, December 14th, 11:30 am at The
Overton Hotel Restaurant (2322 Mac Davis Lane).

Church Council
We will not have a meeting in December.
Merry Christmas!

Spiritual Board Meeting
Tuesday, December 12th at 5:30 pm.
We would like all elders who served in 2017 and
those who will serve in 2018 to be present.

Game Day
We will not meet in December. See you in 2018!

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
We will not meet in December. Merry Christmas!

Lutheran Student Center (LSC)
Merry Christmas and may God bless you in the
New Year. Keep watch in the bulletin for the new
SOS schedule and your opportunity to provide
dinner for the great students at the Lutheran
Student Center.
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Thank you, Christ Lutheran members, for
your prayers, phone calls, cards and get well
wishes to Albert during his knee replacement
surgery and recovery at home. We appreciate
each one of you and trust you will have a
wonderful Advent and Christmas celebration.
-Albert and Marolyn Rinne
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by Joyce Kuhl
UPBRING ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting and monthly statistics
are posted on the community bulletin board in the
Fellowship Hall. Joy Loper, Director of Neighborhood
House, thanked the members of Christ Lutheran Church
for the generous donation of $1,500 to purchase the
certificates for a turkey to be placed into each
Thanksgiving basket. The Festival of Trees has been
cancelled for this year.
This is my final article as the Interim Community
Relations Director – Candy Schoppa has graciously
agreed to serve in this Council position for 2018, so you
may watch for words of wisdom from her.
Thanks, Candy!

by Joyce Kuhl

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES
Pray for Rev. Ted and Rebecca Krey, Regional Director
serving the Lord in the Latin America and the Caribbean
Region. The Kreys have served in the Dominican
Republic since 2009. Ted’s duties encompass 22
countries in South and Central America and the Caribbean. He is privileged to oversee 40 missionaries planting
churches in 10 countries. Hand in hand with church
planting, he works to establish the formation of pastors
and deaconesses in Latin America. In 12 countries, Ted
also works with partner churches to strengthen them in
their church planting efforts and in various other
ministry areas. As a result of what the Lord has been
doing through His Gospel work over these 10 years, five
missions have been established. Two Lutheran schools
have been started, along with Good Shepherd Lutheran
Homes which seek to serve people with intellectual and
physical disabilities throughout the country. A seminary
is being built which will be the place of training for men
and women throughout Latin America as pastors and
deaconesses. Rebecca has a master’s degree in biochemistry and formerly worked in a genetics research
lab, studying cardiovascular disease and diabetes. She
previously served for two years as a long-term missionary in Slovakia. Previously, Ted served in Venezuela for
eight years. Rebecca joined him after they were married
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in June 2008. Ted and Rebecca enjoy spending time
with their four beautiful children - Esther, Matthias,
Natalia Anna and Evangeline. The Kreys write, “Give
thanks with us in this Reformation year that it is still all
about Jesus and the telling of Him and the forgiveness
of sins to people who do not yet know. Pray for us that
even more churches would be planted so that all might
be gathered where Jesus is and receive His gifts. Please
ask the Lord of the harvest to call more men and women in service to Him.” Pray daily for Ted and Rebecca —
and how you can support and tell others about their
ministry. More information about their background and
family can be found on the mission prayer cards on the
bulletin board and the table in the Fellowship Hall.

LOCAL MISSION DOLLARS
Budgeted and allocated local mission dollars are being
used during December to provide gifts for the children
served by the local Foster-in-Texas office. Our Servants
on Saturday group purchased and wrapped gifts for
the children and will help with their Christmas party
on December 9th. Thank you, Angela Kensing and Lisa
Morgan, for your willingness to lead this service
project.

As the end of the year approaches, the remainder of
our 2017 local mission dollars will be distributed to
other local area agencies. For example, I expect some
funds to be provided to Malta Farms, a faith-based
ministry that supports recently-released prisoners,
providing them a place to live and productive
employment while they turn their lives around with
God’s help. We provided them some minimal
assistance earlier in the year, but they experienced a
devastating fire in one of their buildings last week.
They had no insurance to cover their loss. Other local
agencies will be assisted as well.

WELCOME, VISITORS
Have you welcomed a visitor recently? Please help
me make sure they can’t wait to come back the next
Sunday.

THANKSGIVING OFFERING
The attendance numbers for Thanksgiving Eve may
have been small, but the hearts of those attending
were large and generous. Within the next week, I will
deliver a check for just under $1400.00 to the South
Plains Food Bank for their “U Can Share” drive.
Thank you for helping those in need!!
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NEWS
by Pat Robinson, Christ Lutheran Librarian

Advent is here! “Check out” our library for Christmas reading
suitable for all ages.

Pastor Abel’s Adult Bible Class at
9:00 AM each Sunday will begin a
new study Sunday, December 3rd.
The topic will be a refresher course
on Martin Luther’s Small
Catechism. This should prove to be a
very interesting and informative class
for members and visitors alike;
visitors preparing for membership
should most certainly attend.

Some other new additions to our library are:
Lutheranism 101
General Editor, Scot A. Kinnaman (Concordia
Publishing House)
This wonderful book gives a quick, usable, and
comprehensive overview of Lutheran faith and
practice. It examines our Lutheran beliefs and
heritage in a fresh way. If you are a lifelong
Lutheran seeking more information or new to
Lutheranism, looking to understand what we believe, this book
will be your guide.
Be Patient: Waiting on God in Difficult Times
by Warren W. Wiersbe
This is an extensive, but enjoyable and easy-to-follow,
commentary on the book of Job.

Please bring your Catechism if you
have one; if you don’t but you have a
smart phone or iPad/tablet, it may be
downloaded free from your app
store. Search for Luther’s Small
Catechism. Hope to see you there!

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL AND SPIRITUAL BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT
Dr. Kelly Kensing

YOUTH DIRECTOR
Lisa Morgan

VICE PRESIDENT
Chris Morgan

PROPERTIES DIRECTOR
Erwin Merz

TREASURER
Dr. Sherry Herzog

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR
Eddie Wilt

SECRETARY
John Keinath

SPIRITUAL BOARD DIRECTOR
To Be Determined

COMMUNITY OUTREACH DIRECTOR
Joyce Kuhl

SPIRITUAL BOARD MEMBERS
Jim Diers
Billy Guetersloh
Tom Jackson
Alfred Lingnau
Sam Meyer
Tom Zachman

COMMUNITY RELATIONS DIRECTOR
Candy Schoppa
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR
Phillip Guengerich
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CLC Kids’ Corner
Please pray for our children:
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us with the
joy and care of children. Give us calm strength and patient
wisdom that as they grow in years, we may teach them to love
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† CROSSword Puzzle †

You may need a King James Version of the Bible to complete this puzzle.
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CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423-1805
Vacancy Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Abel
Phone: 806-799-0162
Fax: 806-799-2273
Website:
www.christ-lutheran.com
Email:
clcsec@christ-lutheran.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
10:15 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.

Sunday, December 3rd: 9:00 am Sunday School/Bible Class and 10:15 am Worship
Wednesday, December 6th: 6:30 pm Advent Service
Sunday, December 10th: 9:00 am Sunday School/Bible Class and 10:15 Divine Service with Holy Communion
Wednesday, December 13th: 6:30 pm Advent Service
Sunday, December 17th: 9:00 am Sunday School/Bible Class and 10:15 am Worship
Wednesday, December 20th: 6:30 pm Advent Service
Sunday, December 24th: 9:00 am Sunday School/Bible Class and 10:15 am Divine Service with Holy Communion
6:30 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion
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