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Mission Statement: Christ Lutheran Church exists to
“...continue to Share the Good News of Jesus Christ with
members, community & the world.”

Justification is God’s Work
The celebration of the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation approaches fast, and it is always
good to remember why we are doing this in the
first place. Over this past year we’ve contemplated much as reminders to why we do what we do
and why we say what we say, to include the five
Solas of the Reformation: Grace Alone, Faith
Alone, Christ Alone, Scripture Alone, Glory to
God Alone. Let’s take a look now at one the
greatest high points that became the firm
pillar and foundation to the churches who
sought fidelity to Christ alone and became
known as Gospel, or Evangelical, congregations:
the Article on Justification!
The Augsburg Confession of 1530, Article IV,
Concerning Justification
“It is taught that we cannot obtain forgiveness
of sin and righteousness before God through
our merit, work, or satisfactions, but that we
receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous
before God out of grace for Christ’s sake
through faith when we believe that Christ has
suffered for us and that for His sake our sin is
forgiven and righteousness and eternal life are
given to us. For God will regard and reckon
this faith as righteousness in His sight, as St.
Paul says in Romans 3and 4.”*
Romans 3:21-26 But now the righteousness of
God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness
to it— the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, and are justified by his grace
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation
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by his blood, to be received by faith. This was
to show God’s righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over former
sins. It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Romans 4:5 And to the one who does not work
but believes in him who justifies the ungodly,
his faith is counted as righteousness…
Looking at this article, it is hard to believe that
it was so very controversial. Even to this day,
this is the chief doctrinal controversy that
stands between the faithful Lutheran Churches
and Rome. If we could somehow squeeze in
our work, or take some of the effort off Christ
and place it somewhere else, we could make
peace with them, and many others, and have
fellowship. But if that were done, we’d lose
everything! Consider St. Paul’s words above.
Would it be wise to set God’s idea of salvation
aside for a more man-centric and reasoned
approach? By no means! It is God’s way or
nothing, and this is why we do what we do and
say what we say, because JESUS ALONE can
be trusted to handle it all.
As you celebrate the Reformation, keep this in
mind. It is all about Jesus, and it always will
be-His Word, His Sacraments, His Church, His
love and life, His righteousness, all given to
and for you. That is something to celebrate!
Soli Deo Gloria
Pastor Vanderbush
*(quoted from Book of Concord, Kolb/ Wengert.
Fortress: Minneapolis, 2000)
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Celebrating 500 Years of the Reformation
Planning is getting started for a joint Reformation Celebration with our
sister churches. I will be looking for volunteers (not only from Christ
Lutheran, but from all the churches involved) to help with the planning
and accomplishment of this special service. Please let me know if you would be willing to
serve. You can contact me at 806-787-9460 or herzfluffy@aol.com. Thanks, Sherry Herzog

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
It’s time to start thinking about the Wednesday Morning Bible Study. This year, we
will be studying Max Lucado’s “Grace.” This is a wonderful study and will take less
time to prepare for than our last study. Our first session will be on Wednesday,
September 13, 2017, at 10:00 am. Please let me know if you are interested in being
part of our study, so I can order the books by the last week in August. I think this is
going to be an exciting year of studying and discussion for our group. Thank you for
your interest in this study.
Barbara Merz
806-368-6489
by Pat Robinson,
Christ Lutheran Church Librarian

“Check out” the top (right-hand) shelf of the library for two outstanding books, both published by The Reader’s Digest Association, Inc.:
Who’s Who in the Bible is a beautifully illustrated biographical dictionary, offering
in-depth portraits of more than 500 Biblical characters.
Great People of the Bible and How They Lived, in both text and vivid illustrations, links the timeless Bible stories with the most recent archaeological
discoveries. (The Bible itself—Revised Standard Version—is quoted extensively.)

Calling ALL Former, Present, and Future Choir Members
by Farrah Freeman, Director
I hope you are all enjoying a restful, pleasant summer. By the time you read this
newsletter, the start of the new school year will be just a few short weeks away.
That means it’s also almost time for us to get voices warmed up and ready to
provide a musical addition to our Worship services. If you enjoy singing and would
like to use your voice to praise God with song, please make time on Saturday mornings to join us for choir
rehearsal at 10:30 in the choir loft and then be available to sing during the Worship services. You don’t have
to be a professional musician; you only need to enjoy singing to the glory of God! If you have questions, you
may contact me at 432-816-1060 or farrahdfreeman@gmail.com or Joyce Kuhl at 806-787-1798 or
JoyceK210@sbcglobal.net. The first rehearsal will be Saturday, September 9th, at 10:30 a.m. – add this into
your schedule before you get overbooked when school starts. See you there!
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
August 1
August 2
August 3
August 5
August 5
August 7
August 9
August 10
August 12
August 12
August 13
August 14
August 15
August 17
August 18
August 20
August 22
August 23
August 25
August 26
August 27
August 30

Brett Faber
Andrew Jarrett
Jan Harrison
Bob Warrick
Rebecca Johnston
Alfred Lingnau
Betsy Fischer
Isabella Redd
Marolyn Rinne
Jocelyn Starnes
Stephanie Weiss
Haley Freeman
Dean Vanderbush
Janet Wuensche
Jennifer Bryson
Kelsey Clark
Joshua Starnes
Alexa Jennings
Kip Kothmann
Kacey Hanslik
Wyoneta Buckner
Lonnie Jarrett

August 4
August 6
August 6
August 9
August 10
August 11
August 14
August 28

Chris & Jennifer Bryson
Calvin & Sandra Lemon
Bill & Perki Whitehead
Tom & Betty Jones
Arthur & Missy Galvan
Don & Jane Goodpasture
Gary & Kathy Franklin
Roger & Janice Pamperin

AUGUST’S SERVANTS
ALTAR SERVICE
Roxie Sammons and Candy Schoppa

DIRECTORY
UPDATES

ASSISTING MINISTER

Steven Hobratschk’s New Email:
steven.hobratschk@gmail.com

Diana Schneider

The Freeman Family
10718 Knoxville
Lubbock, TX 79423
Jessica and James Yanez
204 S Fuller St.
Independence, MO 64050
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AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

Brad Larson

GREETER
KITCHEN HOSTESSES
Beth Turner and Annie Miller

ACOLYTES
August 6:
August 13:
August 20:
August 27:

Colin Hoffman
Liam Meeks
Aden Vanderbush
Joseph Lorenz
Volume 20, Issue 8

Lutheran Student Center

Church Council Meeting
Sunday, August 20th, following Worship

Spiritual Board Meeting
Tuesday, August 8th, 5:30 pm
It soon will be the beginning of the fall
semester and the Lutheran Student Center
is gearing up for our Supper on Sunday
programs. (Pastors lead a Bible Study and
area churches provide the dinner for the
students). If you would be interested in providing a Sunday evening meal during this semester, please let me know. If you or your church
group would like to sign up for one or more of
the following dates: Sept 10, Sept 17, Sept 24,
Oct 1, Oct 8, Oct 15, Oct 22, Oct 29, Nov 5,
Nov 12, Nov 19, Dec 3, or Dec 10.
E-mail me at monica_m_arellano@yahoo.com
or call 806-786-3445. Thanks so much!

Council Notes
The Church Council met electronically in July,
2017 with no significant business conducted.
The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and our
financial status is satisfactory and appropriate
for this point in the year.
Our next Church Council meeting is Sunday,
August 20th following worship.
We are seeking volunteers to serve on the
Nomination Committee to fill offices on the
Church Council and Spiritual Board for
2018. The committee will be chaired by Chris
Morgan (Vice President). If you are interested
in serving on the Nomination Committee,
please contact Kelly Kensing (806.786.4108)
OR Chris Morgan (806.438.0557) as soon as
possible.
Kelly Kensing, President
kkensing@ldda.com
806.786.4108
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Game Day
Wednesday, August 16th, at
1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.
All ages are welcome!

Solo Lunch Bunch
Thursday, August 10th, 11:30 am,
Cheddars Restaurant, 4009 S Loop
289.

Pastoral Call
A list of nominees for the pastoral call is being
made available to members of Christ Lutheran
Church by the Texas District-LCMS. If you would
like a copy, please contact the church office or
see Robert Ratliff, Call Committee Chair.

LWML Rally—Ladies, Save
the Date!
Grace Lutheran Church (Lamesa) will host the
South Plains Fall LWML Rally on September
23rd. More information will follow. Just a
reminder from Grace: All ladies are invited – you
do not have to be a LWML member to
attend.

Large Print Bulletins
Don’t forget…..there are large print
bulletins available each Sunday.
Just see an usher!
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Please join us for a Back-to-School Kickoff on Sunday, August 27th.
Students are encouraged to bring their backpacks, and all students and
teachers of all types will be lifted up to God in prayer on that Sunday.
Then, on Sunday, September 3rd, we will start the new fall curriculum for
Sunday school, so look for information about that Sunday in September's
newsletter.
Blessings!
Phillip Guengerich, Christian Education

CAN YOU VOLUNTER YOUR TIME?
On Saturday, July 29, Christ Lutheran’s very own, Jackie Watkins and
Sherry Herzog, donated 4 hours of their time to help local families by picking
apples at the South Plains Food Bank orchards. They picked about (20)
five-gallon buckets!
If you would like to volunteer, please read the following letter from the
SPFB’s Executive Director, David Weaver:

The apple trees in our orchard are ready to burst with all the great
fruit they have produced over the summer. We need volunteers to
help us pick all those apples and help us provide hungry families
across the South Plains with them and other great nutritious food.

There is an upcoming volunteer day available:

We can only take 100 volunteers each day, and you need to be 14 years or older to help. Sign up now before all
the spots are taken! Register to volunteer by calling Lynn Weir at 806-441-6849.

With gratitude,

David Weaver
Chief Executive Officer
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CLC Youth at Ceta Glen Summer Camp

And the TWO became ONE
Dateline Tuesday, July 11, 2017; Christ Lutheran Church,
Lubbock TX. The time was 1:00 PM. Surrounded by family and
friends, James Gregory Yanez and Jessica Leigh Scholl
exchanged their vows of matrimony before God and those in
attendance. Having been members of Christ Lutheran Church for
only a short time, we now bid James and Jessica farewell to the
Kansas City area. God’s blessings on their marriage and their
new life together in Kansas City or wherever God leads them.

Congratulations to Steven and Kayla Hobratschk, who welcomed their beautiful daughter,
Avery Renee Hobratschk, on July 27, 2017. She weighed 6 lbs., 10 oz. and was 20” long.
Mom and baby are doing great. What a beautiful gift from God!

6

Volume 20, Issue 8

COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS by Joyce Kuhl
PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

A MEAL FOR GRACE CAMPUS

Please pray for Rev. Adam and
Deaconess Melissa DeGroot who
serve the Lord as domestic missionaries
in Philadelphia PA. In this role, the
DeGroots are responsible for planting new mission
congregations in Philadelphia, a city of 1.5 million people
with only two viable LCMS congregations. They work to
implement new after-school programs, carry out inner-city
mission outreach (i.e., feeding the homeless, crisis counseling, pregnancy counseling, etc.), and establish vibrant
campus ministry programs at the Campuses of Temple
University, the University of Pennsylvania, Drexel University, and Villanova University. They also hold regular
Divine services at Shepherd of the City Lutheran Church,
their current mission congregation in Philadelphia. In addition, Rev. DeGroot preaches and teaches at Logos Lutheran
fellowship in Center City, Philadelphia in cooperation with
Pastor Rob Kieselowsky. The DeGroots also look forward
to coordinating the formation of a classical academy in
northeast Philadelphia and a youth leadership academy.
Ask God to continue to strengthen the DeGroot family for
the work He has created for them to do in Philadelphia and
the surrounding areas. Pray for the current and prospective
members of Shepherd of the City Lutheran Church and also
for the men and women who faithfully serve the members
of the community and church through their public service.
Ask God to soften the hearts of the people of Philadelphia
and direct them toward the saving Gospel of Jesus.
More information about the DeGroots and their young son,
Knox, may be found on their prayer card on the missions
bulletin board and the table in the fellowship hall.

Phillip Guengerich and I are still working on plans to
provide a meal for the residents of Grace Campus (Paul’s
Project) – perhaps during August. If you’d like to serve
in this mission activity, please contact Phil Guengerich
or me – we’re planning this project together in the hopes
of getting all age groups involved. Phil can be reached at
806-781-9524 or pguengerich@gmail.com. I can be
reached at 806-787-1798 or JoyceK210@sbcglobal.net.

INFORMATION CENTER
The first step in establishing the information center was
the receipt of 23 Lutheran Hour pamphlets (and the carousel that holds them). They provide guidance for dealing
with various crises in the life of a Christian and answers to
some of the questions you might be asked when sharing
your faith with the unchurched. Maybe you’ve even had
some of those questions. Titles include such things as
“What Happens When I Die?”, “Why Should I go to
Church?”, “Grief”, and similar items. Please feel free to
take one to help you or to share with your friends and
neighbors who might have questions or be in a crisis.
There are also some outreach Bibles in the right side of the
cabinet in the Fellowship Hall that will eventually become
a part of the Information Center. If you have friends or
neighbors who do not have a Bible in their home, please
give them one of those.
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LOCAL MISSION DOLLARS
A portion of our local mission dollars were used
during July to provide a gift card to each of the eight
families who lost virtually all of their worldly possessions in the Hunter’s Way apartment fire in early July.
We pray it has been or will be a small help to them in
rebuilding their lives and also a reminder of God’s
unending love for them in their trials.

ARE YOU A GREETER?
Yes, we do have an
“official greeter”
stationed at the east door
most Sunday mornings.
But do you also introduce yourself, smile, and
welcome our visitors?
Do you know who our
visitors are? August is a
time that we can expect more visitors than “normal” as
students arrive to begin or continue their college studies,
and families who relocated to this area during the summer are probably getting settled and ready to find their
place of worship. Please make a special effort to help
them feel at home on their first visit and encourage them
to return soon and often. Finally, when Marolyn Rinne
calls asking you to serve as a greeter, respond with a
cheerful “yes”. Better yet, why don’t you call her (806828-3929) to let her know you’d love to volunteer for
this opportunity.
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T T T
On July 9th, Pastor Vanderbush was
honored by the Christ Lutheran Church
Council, Spiritual Board, and members
and friends, with a surprise celebration
and luncheon, in honor of his 10th Anniversary of Ordination. Thanks to all who
made this “secret” mission possible.
God’s Blessings to Pastor and his family
for their faithful years serving God.

Christ Lutheran Church,
Thank you for blessing me and my family in celebration of my 10th anniversary of ordained ministry. May God
continue to bless the ministry of Word and Sacrament at Christ Lutheran Church as only He can!
In Him,
Pastor Vanderbush

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according
to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” Ephesians 3: 20-21

Two Familiar Voices to Take Over the Airwaves on The Lutheran Hour
In celebration of Lutheran Hour Ministries’ 100th anniversary, LHM is excited to announce
that the weekly broadcast of The Lutheran Hour will feature Rev. Dr. Kenneth R. Klaus
and Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer beginning Nov. 5, 2017.
The regular appearances of the two distinguished speakers are part of a transition plan
being implemented following current Speaker Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz’s recent acceptance of a call to serve as executive
director of the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty. Seltz’s last broadcast will be recorded in Wittenberg and aired Reformation weekend, Oct. 29.
“In a year where we celebrate the 100th anniversary of Lutheran Hour Ministries, we are extremely pleased to honor the legacy
of The Lutheran Hour program by announcing that these two popular speakers have agreed to assist us while we search for
the next individual who will share the Good News of Jesus Christ over the airwaves,” says LHM President & CEO Kurt Buchholz. “Generations of people in our listening audience have been blessed to learn from and be strengthened in the faith by Dr.
Klaus and Dr. Meyer. We look forward to their continued role in this important ministry that remains a critical part of LHM’s
focus on media outreach.”
Klaus retired from the full-time speaker role in 2010 and has been recording one sermon a month for The Lutheran Hour and
writing many of LHM’s Daily Devotions. Meyer served as speaker from 1989 through 2001 (as well as host of LHM’s On Main
Street weekly television program) and currently serves as president of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis.
The Lutheran Hour airs on nearly 1,800 stations throughout North America and reaches more than one million listeners each week.
The weekly broadcast can also be heard anytime online at lutheranhour.org or through a mobile app for iPhones and Android devices.
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CLC Kids’ Corner
Please pray for our children:
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have blessed us with the
joy and care of children. Give us calm strength and patient
wisdom that as they grow in years, we may teach them to love
whatever is just and true and good, following the example of
our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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† CROSSword Puzzle †

You may need a King James Version of the Bible to complete this puzzle.
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CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
7801 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423-1805
Interim Pastor
Neil Vanderbush
Phone: 806-799-0162
Fax: 806-799-2273
Website:
www.christ-lutheran.com
Email:
clcsec@christ-lutheran.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
10:15 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.

Sola Scriptura, Sola Gratia, Sola Fide. Solus Christus.
Sola Scriptura. Sola Gratia. Sola Fide. Solus Christus.
Latin. Ironic, isn’t it? A movement that resulted in the liturgy and the Bible in our
language (not Latin) is remembered by Latin phrases. By Scripture alone, by grace
alone, by faith alone. Through Christ alone. Alone. Without your help. Without
human tradition. Without anyone’s assistance. God acts alone through Jesus.
Scripture. Given by God. Through which we receive Christ. Grace. Given by God.
Through which we receive Christ. Faith. Given by God. Through which we receive
Christ. Through Christ alone. God gives us all these gifts because of Jesus’ death
and resurrection. All good gifts come from God and benefit all those who believe.
Through Christ alone.
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